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DEMOCRATS 

DISSENTING 


ASHLEY PARKER 
MICHAEL D. SHEAR 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Anxious 
congressional Democrats 
are threatening to aban¬ 
don President Barack 
Obama on a central ele¬ 
ment of his signature health 
care law, voicing increas¬ 
ing support for proposals 
that would allow Ameri¬ 
cans to retain the health 
insurance coverage they 
are losing because of the 
Affordable Care Act. 

The dissent comes as a 
vote looms Friday in the 
Republican-controlled 
House on a bill that would 
allow Americans to keep 
their existing health cover- 



Mayor Rob Ford, left, confronts Councillor Denzil Minnan-Wong at city council in Toronto on Wednesday, Nov. 13,2013. Almost every 
member of Toronto’s City Council stood up and asked Mayor Rob Ford to take a leave of absence during a city council meeting 
Wednesday after he admitted smoking crack last week. 

(AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) 


Todd Park, previous chief 
technology officer at the 
Health and Human Services 
Department, testifies on 
Capitol Hill in Washington, 
Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2013. 

(AP Photo/J. Applewhite) 

age through 2014 without 
penalties. The measure, 
drafted by Rep. Fred Up¬ 
ton, R-Mich., the chairman 
of the Energy and Com¬ 
merce Committee, is op¬ 
posed by the White House, 
which argues that it would 
severely undermine the 
Affordable Care Act by 
allowing insurance com¬ 
panies to continue to sell 
health coverage that does 
not meet the higher stan¬ 
dard of Obama’s health 
care law. 

Continued on Page 4 


ROB GILLIES 
Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — Toronto 
Mayor Rob Ford admit¬ 
ted during a heated City 
Council debate Wednes¬ 
day that he bought illegal 
drugs while in office, but 
adamantly refused to step 
down despite calls from 
nearly every councilor to 
take a leave of absence 
and get help. 

“I'm most definitely keep¬ 
ing this job," the 44-year- 


old Ford said, insisting he 
was “a positive role model 
for kids.” 

The mayor made the ad¬ 
mission under questioning 
by a former ally. Councilor 
Denzil Minnan-Wong. Ford 
publicly acknowledged 
last week that he smoked 
crack cocaine while in a 
“drunken stupor” last year, 
but his comments Wednes¬ 
day marked the first time 
he admitted buying illegal 
drugs. 


Ford paused for a long fime 
after Minnan-Wong asked 
him if he had boughf illicit 
narcotics in the past two 
years. 

Then he replied, “Yes I 
have.” 

“I understand the em¬ 
barrassment that I have 
caused. I am humiliated by 
it," Ford said. 

But he then turned defiant, 
saying he was not an ad¬ 
dict and rebuffing sugges¬ 
tions from council members 


that he seek help. 

“I am not leaving here," 
Ford said. “I'm going to sit 
here and going to attend 
every meeting.” 

Moments earlier, all but two 
of the 43 councilors present 
for the debate voted to ac¬ 
cept an open letter asking 
Ford to step aside. Most of 
them also stood up to urge 
the mayor to take a leave 
of absence. 

Continued on Page 6 
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Dutch royal couple visits 
the island of St. Maarten 



King Willem-Alexander of the Netherlands, center, and Queen Maxima, right, greets students upon 
their arrival to Milton Peters College in Philipsburg, St. Maarten, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2013. The 
Dutch Royals are on an official tour to the Caribbean territories of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. 

(AP Photo/Judy Fitzpatrick) 


JUDY FITZPATRICK 
Associated Press 
PHILIPSBURG, St. Maarten 
(AP) — Hundreds of peo¬ 
ple in St. Maarten greeted 
Dutch King Willem-Alexan¬ 
der and his wife. Queen 
Maxima, on Wednesday 
during their first visit to the 
Dutch Caribbean island 
since becoming new mon- 
archs. 

The two expected to meet 
with local government offi¬ 
cials as part of a weeklong 
tour of six islands with ties to 
the Netherlands. 

The couple waved to a 
crowd gathered behind 
barricades at the main 
government building in 
the capital of Philipsburg, 
where they were greet¬ 
ed by children clutching 
orange flags and wear¬ 
ing paper crowns on their 
heads. 

“”We came here to see 
our new king,” said Elvia 
Guy, a retired government 


worker. “It’s very important 
to be here.” 

Willem-Alexander became 
the new Dutch monarch 
on April 30 after his mother, 
former Queen Beatrix, ab¬ 
dicated after 33 years on 
the throne. 

Mariette Schrijvers, a 
58-year-old teacher from 
Holland, said she would 
like to see Dutch officials 
visit St. Maarten more of¬ 
ten, saying the relationship 
on both sides could be 
warmer. 

“The crown can also get to 
know more about educa¬ 
tion, medical care and the 
physically challenged in St. 
Maarten during their visits," 
she said. 

The couple is expected to 
also visit Saba, St. Eusta- 
tius, Bonaire, Curacao and 
Aruba. 

The Dutch colonized the 
islands in the 17th century, 
and they once formed part 
of the Netherlands Antilles. 


In 2010, St. Maarten and 
Curacao followed Aruba’s 
lead and obtained greater 
power of government and 
began collecting their own 


tax revenues. 

Meanwhile, the smaller 
islands of Saba, St. Eusta- 
tius and Bonaire became 
Dutch municipalities. 


The islands’ people are 
Dutch nationals, and Wil¬ 
lem-Alexander is their head 
of state, overseeing foreign 
affairs and defense. □ 



King Willem-Alexander of the Netherlands, second from left, reviews the honor guard during his welcome ceremony in Philipsburg, St. Maarten, Wednesday, Nov. 
13, 2013. 


(AP Photo/Judy Fitzpatrick) 
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3 shot outside US school; drug link probed 


Hawaii governor 
signs off on state 
gay marriage bill 

OSKAR GARCIA 
Associated Press 
HONOLULU (AP) — Ha¬ 
waii’s governor signed a 
bill Wednesday legalizing 
gay marriage in the state 
that kicked off a national 
discussion of the issue more 
than two decades ago. 
Now the island chain is 
positioning itself for an in¬ 
crease in tourism as visitors 
arrive to take advantage 
of the new law, which 
takes effect Dec. 2. 

“In Hawaii, we believe in 
fairness, justice and human 
equality,” Gov. Neil Aber¬ 
crombie said Tuesday after 
the state Senate passed 
the bill. “Today, we cele¬ 
brate our diversity defining 
us rather than dividing us.” 
Hawaii's gay marriage de¬ 
bate began in 1990 when 
two women applied for a 
marriage license, leading 
to a court battle and a 
1993 state Supreme Court 
decision that said their 
rights to equal protection 
were violated by not let¬ 
ting them marry. 

That helped lead Congress 
to pass the federal Defense 
of Marriage Act in 1996, 
which denied federal ben¬ 
efits to gay couples. The 
U.S. Supreme Court struck 
down part of the act this 
year, declaring unconstitu¬ 
tional a provision restricting 
the words “marriage” and 
“spouse” to apply only to 
heterosexual unions. 

The decision led Aber¬ 
crombie to call a special 
session that produced Ha¬ 
waii's gay marriage law. 
The law allows gay couples 
living in Hawaii, and tour¬ 
ists from other states, to 
marry in the state. Another 
14 states and the District of 
Columbia already allow 
same-sex marriage. Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama, who 
grew up in Hawaii, praised 
passage of the state’s 
bill, saying the affirmation 
of freedom and equality 
makes the country stron¬ 
ger. 

An estimate from a Univer¬ 
sity of Hawaii researcher 
says gay marriage will 
boost tourism by $217 mil¬ 
lion over the next three 
years, as Hawaii becomes 
a destination for couples in 
other states. □ 


JOE MANDAK 
KEVIN BEGOS 
Associated Press 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Three 
high school students head¬ 
ing to their vehicle after 
classes ended were shot 
Wednesday afternoon, 
and police investigating 
whether the shooting was 
drug-related brought six 
people in for questioning, 
school and police officials 
said. 

The three teenagers were 
shot outside Brashear High 
School in Pittsburgh, Penn¬ 
sylvania, as they walked 
to a vehicle they’d all tak¬ 
en to school earlier in the 
day, school district spokes- 


BOSTON (AP) — A federal 
appeals court upheld a 
man’s 2011 conviction of 
trying to help al-Qaida, say¬ 
ing Wednesday that the tri¬ 
al court balanced national 
security concerns and con¬ 
stitutional freedoms in an 
emotionally charged case. 
Tarek Mehanna received a 
fair trial when he was con¬ 
victed of four terror-related 
charges and three charg¬ 
es of lying to authorities, a 
three-judge panel of the 
1st U.S. Circuit Court of Ap¬ 
peals found. 

Mehanna was sentenced 
to 17 1/2 years in federal 
prison, which the court also 
upheld. 

“Terrorism is the modern- 
day equivalent of the bu- 


woman Ebony Pugh said. 
Nearby residents said they 
heard seven or eight shots. 
The wounds of the victims, 
all boys, appeared to be 
non-life-threatening, both 
Pugh and police spokes¬ 
woman Diane Richard 
said, though their descrip¬ 
tions of the wounds dif¬ 
fered slightly. 

Pugh said two students 
were grazed in the head 
and one was shot in both 
the foot and arm. Richard 
said one was grazed in the 
neck and shoulder, but not 
the head. 

Police believe the shooting 
might stem from a drug-re¬ 
lated fight between some 


bonic plague: It is an ex¬ 
istential threat,” the court 
said, adding that the case 
required the trial court “to 
patrol a fine line between 
national security concerns 
and forbidden encroach¬ 
ments on constitutionally 
protected freedoms of 
speech and association.” 
Prosecutors said during Me- 
hanna’s trial that he trav¬ 
eled to Yemen for training 
in a terrorist camp and 
intended to go to Iraq to 
fight U.S. soldiers. When 
that failed, they said, he re¬ 
turned to the United States 
and disseminated materi¬ 
als online promoting violent 
jihad. 

Mehanna’s lawyers said he 
didn't provide any tangible 


students last month, Rich¬ 
ard said. She didn’t imme¬ 
diately provide more de¬ 
tails. 

Six people were brought in 
for questioning, Pittsburgh 
public safety director Mi¬ 
chael Huss said about two 
hours after the shooting. 
Police wouldn't say wheth¬ 
er they're also students, 
and Richard said they're 
not suspects or necessarily 
going to be charged. 

None of the victims imme¬ 
diately spoke or cooper¬ 
ated with police, Richard 
said. 

All were listed in good to 
stable condition at city hos- 


support to al-Qaida, and 
his online activities were 
protected free speech. 
Among the evidence chal¬ 
lenged in Mehanna’s ap¬ 
peal, argued before the 
appeals judges in July, 
were terrorism-related im¬ 
ages that prosecutors intro¬ 
duced to show Mehanna's 
beliefs. 

Mehanna’s appeal attor¬ 
ney Sabin Willett said pros¬ 
ecutors prejudiced the jury 
with 28 images of the World 
Trade Center in flames on 
Sept. 11, 2001, and terror- 
ism-related videos, as well 
as repeated references to 
Osama bin Laden. 

A message was left for Wil¬ 
lett on Wednesday. 

The appeals court agreed 


and one is 16. 

The student who was shot 
in the head was found in¬ 
side the school, though 
that’s because he “made 
his way back to the school, 
and was pulled back inside 
by one of the administra¬ 
tors,” Richard said. 

She stressed, “There was 
no shooting at Brashear 
school. ... The shooting did 
not happen in the school.” 
Brashear is a high school 
with about 1,400 students 
and 100 faculty. The school 
was locked down briefly, 
though students were re¬ 
leased to their parents 
about 90 minutes after the 
shooting.Q 


with prosecutors’ argument 
that the use of the images 
and video was justified. 
The court acknowledged 
“terrorism-related evi¬ 
dence is often emotionally 
charged,” but said “much 
of this emotional overlay is 
directly related to the na¬ 
ture of the crimes.” 

“Cases like this one present 
a formidable challenge to 
the parties and to the trial 
court: The charged crimes 
are heinous, the evidentia¬ 
ry record is vast, the legal is¬ 
sues are sophisticated, and 
the nature of the charges 
ensures that any trial will be 
electric. In this instance, all 
concerned rose to meet 
this formidable challenge,” 
the court said. □ 


pitals, she said. Two are 17 



A Pittsburgh Police K-9 officer comes out of the woods near the scene where three students were shot outside a Pittsburgh high 
school Wednesday Nov. 13, 2013. Police were searching for at least one gunman in some nearby woods and the neighborhood 
surrounding the school, school and police officials said. 

(AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar) 
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Democrats threaten to abandon Obama 


Continued from front 

But a growing number 
of House Democrats, re¬ 
flecting a strong political 
backlash to the rollout of 
the health care law, are 
warning the White House 
that they might support 
the measure if the admin¬ 
istration does not provide 
a strong alternative argu¬ 
ment. The approaching 
House vote is shaping up as 
an important test for both 
the health measure and 
the unity that Democratic 
leaders have so far been 


by the new law. 

“I’m frustrated in how it 
rolled out, and I let them 
know in no uncertain 
terms,” said Rep. Mike 
Doyle, D-Pa. “The point I 
was making in caucus to 
the administration is don't 
give us this techo-babble 
that you're going to do 
some administrative fix 
down the road. There's a 
bill being put on the floor 
on Friday.” 

The overall message of 
the meeting, said several 
attendees, was that the 
White House and the House 


would allow people to 
keep their current health 
insurance permanently, is 
also drawing support in the 
Senate under an effort led 
by Sen. Mary L. Landrieu, 
D-La. Landrieu said she 
remained committed to 
her bill, despite resistance 
from fhe Whife House. But 
she drew a distinction be¬ 
tween her plan - which she 
said would maintain the 
key provisions of the Af¬ 
fordable Care Act - and 
those offered by Republi¬ 
cans that would dismantle 
the law, like the one intro¬ 



Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid of Nev. fends off questions about the slow start for the Afford¬ 
able Care Act on Capitol Hill in Washington. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 


able to maintain around 
the health law despite a 
fierce Republican attack 
against it. 

In a closed-door meet¬ 
ing Wednesday of House 
Democrats and White 
House officials, tensions 
flared as several lawmak¬ 
ers upbraided fhe admin¬ 
istration, saying that the 
president had put Demo¬ 
crats in a tough political 
position by wrongly prom¬ 
ising consumers that they 
could keep their existing 
health care plans. In fact, 
hundreds of thousands of 
Americans have received 
cancellation notices from 
their insurers because their 
health care coverage 
does not meet the mini¬ 
mum standards dictated 


Democratic leadership 
have until Friday to come 
up with a satisfactory al¬ 
ternative, or House Demo¬ 
crats might be forced to 
support Upton’s bill, which 
has two Democratic co¬ 
sponsors: Reps. John Bar- 
row of Georgia and Mike 
McIntyre of North Carolina, 
who represent more con¬ 
servative districts. 

“I think the Upton bill is ter¬ 
rible, but we need some¬ 
thing else to vote for in or¬ 
der fo keep our word to the 
American people,” Doyle 
added. “We told people in 
those plans that they were 
grandfathered in, and 
if fhey wanted to stay in 
them, they could, and we 
need to honor that.” 

A similar proposal, which 


duced in the House by Up¬ 
ton. 

“That bill guts the Afford¬ 
able Care Act. It does not 
fix it,” she said. “It guts it, 
and I don’t support it and 
would urge the Democrats 
in the House not to support 
it. My bill is not meant to 
undermine the Affordable 
Care Acf; it's meant to 
strengthen it." 

She expressed confidence 
fhaf more Democrats 
would sign on to her plan. 
“Every day I think we’ll pick 
up co-sponsors,” she said, 
pointing to Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein of California, who 
said Tuesday that she was 
on board. On Wednesday, 
Sen. Jeff Merkley, D-Ore„ 
also signed on to her plan 
as a co-sponsor.Q 


Kerry: New Iran sanctions 
could hinder nuclear talks 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Sec¬ 
retary of Sfate John Kerry 
warned Congress Wednes¬ 
day againsf hurfing a his¬ 
toric opportunity for a 
nuclear pacf wifh Iran by 
pressing ahead with new 
sanctions while interna¬ 
tional negotiators seek to 
prevent Tehran from being 
able to assemble an atom¬ 
ic weapons arsenal. 

Kerry said the United States 
and other world powers 
are united behind an offer 
they presented to Iranian 
negotiators in Geneva last 
week. But he said new ac¬ 
tion now from U.S. lawmak¬ 
ers could shatter an inter¬ 
national coalition made up 
of countries with interests as 
divergent as France, Russia 
and China, endangering 
hopes for a peaceful end 
to the decade-long nucle¬ 
ar standoff with the Islamic 
republic. 

The countries worry that 
Tehran is trying to assemble 
an atomic weapons arse¬ 
nal. Iran insists its program is 
solely for peaceful energy 
production and medical 
research. 

“We put these sanctions in 
place in order to be able 
to put us in the strongest 
position possible to be able 
to negotiate. We now are 
negotiating," Kerry told re¬ 
porters ahead of testifying 
before fhe Senate Banking 
Committee. “And the risk 
is that if Congress were to 
unilaterally move to raise 
sanctions, it could break 
faith in those negotiations, 
and actually stop them 
and break them apart.” 
With nuclear negotiations 
set to resume in Switzerland 
next week, the Obama 
administration dispatched 
Kerry and Vice President 
Joe Biden to Congress on 
Wednesday to seek more 
time for diplomacy. They 
faced skepticism from 
members of Congress de¬ 
termined to further squeeze 
the Iranian economy 
and wary of yielding any 
ground to Iran in the talks. 
Kerry said the negotiators 
should have a ‘few weeks' 
more to see if they can 
reach an agreement. 

The request faces sharp 
resistance from members 


of Congress determined 
to further squeeze the Ira¬ 
nian economy and wary of 
yielding any ground to Iran 
in the talks. 

“The Iranian regime hasn't 
paused its nuclear pro¬ 
gram,” said Rep. Ed Royce, 
a Republican and House 
Foreign Affairs Committee 
chairman. “Why should 
we pause our sanctions ef¬ 
forts as the administration 
is pressuring Congress to 
do?" Kerry said the poten¬ 
tial accord with Iran relates 
to a “tough proposal,” 
adding: If it weren’t strong, 
why wouldn’t Iran have ac¬ 
cepted t yet?’ 

Kerry said,” What we are 
asking everyone to do is 
calm down, look hard at 
what can be achieved 
and what the realities are. 
If fhis doesn’t work, we re¬ 
serve the right to dial back 
the sanctions. I will be up 
here on the Hill asking for 
increased sanctions, and 
we always reserve the mili¬ 
tary option. So we lose ab¬ 
solutely nothing, except for 
getting in the way of diplo¬ 
macy and lefting it work.” 
Last week's talks broke 
down as Iran demanded 
formal recognition of what 
it calls its right to enrich ura¬ 
nium, and as France sought 
stricter limits on Iran’s ability 
to make nuclear fuel and 
on its heavy water reactor 
to produce plutonium, dip¬ 
lomats said. 

President Barack Obama 
spoke Wednesday by tele¬ 
phone with French Presi¬ 
dent Francois Hollande. 
The two countries “are in 
full agreement” on Iran, the 
White House said in a state¬ 
ment. 

Obama is under pressure 
at home and abroad to 
resolve the Iran nuclear 
standoff, having said the 
U.S. has until sometime next 
year before fhe Islamic 
republic could reach nu¬ 
clear weapons capacify. 
Obama has reached ouf 
in an unprecedented man¬ 
ner to Iran's new President 
Hassan Rouhani, with the 
two men holding the first di¬ 
rect conversation between 
U.S. and Iranian leaders in 
more than three decades. 
□ 
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Fewer than 27,000 sign up through US health site 


LAURIE KELLMAN 
RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDI- 
VAR 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Few¬ 
er than 27,000 people en¬ 
rolled for health insurance 
during the first, flawed 
month of operations for 
the federal “Obamacare” 
website, far fewer than ex¬ 
pected, the Obama ad¬ 
ministration said Wednes¬ 
day. 

Even with the enrollment of 
more than 79,000 people in 
the 14 states with their own 
websites, the nationwide 
total of 106,000 for Octo¬ 
ber was barely one-fifth of 
what officials had project¬ 
ed — and a small fraction 
of the millions who have 
received private health 
coverage cancellations as 
a result of President Barack 
Obama’s signature pro¬ 
gram. 

The total also represents 
just 1.5 percent of the 7 mil¬ 
lion people the administra¬ 


tion hopes to enroll by next 
year. 

Obama's legacy will de¬ 
pend heavily on the suc¬ 
cessful implementation of 
the health care overhaul, 


which is meant to extend 
medical insurance to mil¬ 
lions of Americans who do 
not have it. 

The White House raced to 
reassure anxious Demo¬ 


crats who are worried 
about the controversial 
program, which seems sure 
to be a major issue in next 
year’s midterm elections. 
The website’s difficult 


launch Oct. 1 has given 
opposition Republicans a 
new line of attack against 
the health care law, 
which they unsuccessfully 
tried to derail last month in 
a fight that led to a 16-day 
partial government shut¬ 
down. 

Republicans hope to use 
momentum from the trou¬ 
bled launch in next year's 
elections. Millions of law¬ 
makers’ constituents are 
losing current individual 
policies that don’t meet 
the law’s requirements, de¬ 
spite Obama’s misleading 
promise that Americans 
who liked their health in¬ 
surance plans could keep 
them under the overhaul. 
To guarantee they don't 
experience a break in cov¬ 
erage, 

they would have to se¬ 
lect new plans by Dec. 
15. That’s a major political 
problem for Democrats 
who so far have stood by 
the president.^ 



House Oversight Committee Chairman Rep. Darrell Issa, R-Calif., holds up a checklist related to 
the preparation for the implementation of the Obamacare healthcare program, and specifically, 
the HealthCare.gov website, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2013. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 


Court considers ‘neutrality agreements’ between unions, employers 


ADAM LIPTAK 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - The Su¬ 
preme Court heard ar¬ 
guments Wednesday in 
a major labor case that, 
depending on how it is re¬ 
solved, could hamper the 
ability of unions to mount 
successful campaigns to 
organize workers. 

The case concerned deals 
in which employers aid 
unionization drives in ex¬ 
change for labor peace, 
sometimes called “neutral¬ 
ity agreements.” Several 
justices seemed receptive 
to the idea that such deals 
could run afoul of a federal 
labor law that bars employ¬ 
ers from giving a “thing of 
value" to unions. 

Chief Justice John G. Rob¬ 


erts Jr. seemed skeptical of 
deals that include “card 
check” arrangements, in 
which employers allow 
unions to collect cards from 
workers saying they want a 
union, rather than putting 
the question to a secret 
vote. 

Voluntary agreements to 
join a union are one thing, 
the chief justice said, while 
a deal between an em¬ 
ployer and union allowing 
elections by card check 
“taints that process, in par¬ 
ticular by allowing the card 
check procedure that it 
has been argued exercises 
coercion against employ¬ 
ees to support the union." 
Other justices seemed wary 
of interpreting the federal 
law too literally. Justice 


Anthony M. Kennedy said 
that a strict reading of the 
law would be “contrary to 
years of settled practices 
and understandings.” 

As part of the arrange¬ 
ments at issue in the case, 
Unite Here Local 355 v. Mul- 
hall. No. 12-99, a Florida 
racetrack and casino, Mar- 
di Gras Gaming, agreed to 
provide information about 
its workers to the union, to 
permit organizers onto its 
grounds, to allow the card 
check procedure and to 
remain neutral. 

In exchange, the union 
agreed to spend more 
than $100,000 to support 
a casino gambling ballot 
initiative and not to picket 
or strike against Mardi Gras 
during the unionization 


drive. 

Such arrangements are 
commonplace in the hos¬ 
pitality business, said Rich¬ 
ard G. McCracken, a law¬ 
yer for the union. 

“They are efficient,” he 
said of the deals. “They 
avoid the hard feelings that 
come in many contested 
organizing campaigns and 
thereby create a good 
environment for collective 
bargaining.” 

McCracken said a ruling 
banning neutrality agree¬ 
ments would be “extremely 
damaging.” 

But Justice Samuel A. Alito 
Jr. said that some of what 
the union agreed to pro¬ 
vide fit comfortably within 
the usual definition of a 
“thing of value.” 


“Why wouldn't the right 
to use private property 
in a way that otherwise 
wouldn’t be allowed con¬ 
stitute a thing of value?” he 
asked. 

McCracken responded 
that a right of access is not 
a true property right but 
something less tangible. 

His main adversary, William 
L. Messenger, a lawyer for 
Martin Mulhall, a worker 
who had objected to the 
agreement between the 
casino and the union, said 
that allowing such deals 
during organizing cam¬ 
paigns “would tear a mas¬ 
sive hole” in the federal la¬ 
bor law. The law bans gifts 
from employers to unions, 
he said, and it should be 
enforced. □ 
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Toronto Mayor faces heated City Council debate 


Continued from front 


Although it was a stark 
demonstration of his politi¬ 
cal isolation, the vote was 
merely symbolic because 
the City Council does not 
have the authority to force 
the mayor from office un¬ 
less he is convicted of a 
crime. 

“Together we stand to 
ask you to step aside and 
take a leave of absence,” 
Councilor Jaye Robinson 
said, reading the open let¬ 
ter. 


other. But, he added, “I'm 
not a rat." 

Outside City Hall, hundreds 
of protesters chanted “re¬ 
sign!” while organizers of 
Toronto's Santa Claus Pa¬ 
rade asked that Ford not 
walk in the procession this 
year. Ford’s refusal to step 
down has confounded the 
City Council, where many 
members agree that his er¬ 
ratic behavior — from pub¬ 
lic drunkenness to threat¬ 
ening to kill someone in a 
videotaped tirade — has 
consumed Toronto’s poli- 


sence, apologize to Toron¬ 
to residents for misleading 
them and cooperate with 
police. The council voted 
37-5 to ask Ford to take a 
leave of absence on that 
motion. 

Deputy Mayor Norm Kelly, 
a Ford ally, announced 
shortly before the debate 
that he would support the 
motion, introduced by Min- 
nan-Wong. 

“I’m publicly advising the 
mayor to take some time,” 
Kelly said. 

One Ford ally. Councilor 


bought illegal drugs would 
be passed on to investiga¬ 
tors. News reports of the 
crack video’s existence 
first surfaced in May, but 
it has not been released 
publicly. 

Another proposed motion 
would curtail Ford’s pow¬ 
ers, suspending his author¬ 
ity to appoint and dismiss 
the deputy mayor and 
his executive committee, 
which runs the budget pro¬ 
cess. It likely won’t be de¬ 
bated until Friday. 

Toronto’s mayor already 
has limited powers com¬ 
pared to the mayors of 
many large cities in the 
United States. 

He is just one voting mem¬ 
ber in the council and his 
power stems mostly from 
his ability, as the only coun¬ 
cilor elected by citywide 
vote, to build consensus 
and set the agenda. 

That authority, many 
council members say, has 
evaporated in the crack 
scandal. Ford was elected 
three years ago, riding a 
backlash from suburban¬ 
ites who felt alienated by 
what they deemed To¬ 
ronto's downtown-centric, 
liberal-dominated politics. 
Despite his eroding politi¬ 
cal leverage, Ford prom¬ 
ises to seek re-election. 
He maintains a hardcore 
of supporters he refers to 
as “Ford Nation,” who ap¬ 
plaud him for abolishing an 
annual $60 vehicle regis¬ 
tration tax, squeezing valu¬ 
able concessions out of 
the labor unions and other 
cost-saving measures. 

More revelations about 
the mayor’s misdeeds sur¬ 
faced Wednesday when a 
judge released documents 
from a drug case against a 
friend and occasional driv¬ 
er of the mayor, Alexan¬ 
der Lisi. Previously released 
documents revealed the 
mayor's ties and covert 
meetings with Lisi. Q 


Cuba hijacker 
pleading not 
guilty in court 

CURT ANDERSON 
AP Legal Affairs Writer 
MIAMI (AP) — A man 

who admits hijacking an 
airliner from the U.S. to 
Cuba almost two decades 
ago pleaded not guilty 
Wednesday to federal air 
piracy charges. 

William Potts has said in in¬ 
terviews he decided to re¬ 
turn from Cuba last week 
to face U.S. justice but nev¬ 
ertheless entered the not 
guilty plea at a brief hear¬ 
ing. He is seeking credit 
for the 13 years he spent 
in Cuban prison for the hi¬ 
jacking. A bail hearing was 
postponed until next week 
after a 1984 arrest warrant 
surfaced charging Potts in 
a New Jersey armed rob- 
bery.Potts’ court-appoint¬ 
ed attorney, Paul Korchin, 
said he had just learned 
about the outstanding 
warrant and needed time 
to investigate. It could af¬ 
fect whether Potts is grant¬ 
ed bail as well as any po¬ 
tential prison sentence if 
he is convicted. 

“We may have to do some 
background checking on 
this,” Korchin said. 

Federal prosecutors op¬ 
pose releasing Potts on 
bail, saying he is a flight risk 
and a danger to the com¬ 
munity. No details about 
the New Jersey robbery 
were immediately avail¬ 
able, other than that the 
arrest warrant remains ac¬ 
tive. It was issued in Ber¬ 
gen County, New Jersey, 
on Aug. 10, 1984, several 
months after the March 
1984 hijacking. 

Potts, 56, could get be¬ 
tween 20 years and life in 
prison if convicted of the 
air piracy charges. 

The FBI said Potts claimed 
to have explosives aboard 
the New York-to-Miami 
flight in 1984.Q 



Councilor Giorgio Mammoliti, left, speaks as Toronto Mayor Rob Ford, center, and his brother 
Councilor Doug Ford listen during a council meeting in Toronto on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2013. A 
motion being debated Wednesday would call on the mayor to take a leave of absence, apolo¬ 
gize to Toronto residents for misleading them and cooperate with police. 

(AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) 
tics and undermined ef- Giorgio Mammoliti, called 


The packed council cham¬ 
ber erupted with applause 
when Robinson ended her 
speech, saying “Let's get 
on with city business.” 

Ford later tried to move a 
motion directing all council 
members to undergo “hair 
drug and alcohol testing” 
by Dec. 1, but the council 
chair quickly ruled the mo¬ 
tion out of order. 

Ford then suggested that 
many council members 
are on drugs and they all 
know stories about each 


forts to tackle other chal¬ 
lenges. 

But with no clear legal path 
to force him out, the Coun¬ 
cil is grasping for ways to 
shunt the larger-than-life 
leader aside and gov¬ 
ern without him until next 
year’s municipal elections. 
The open letter was sepa¬ 
rate from a non-binding 
motion, also being de¬ 
bated Wednesday, that 
would formally call on 
Ford to take a leave of ab¬ 


the motion a waste of time. 
“We can't tell him what to 
do. Only the electorate 
can tell him what to do,” 
he said. 

Toronto police said last 
month they had obtained 
a long-sought video of Ford 
apparently smoking from a 
crack pipe but that it does 
not constitute evidence to 
charge him. Toronto Police 
spokesman Mark Pugash 
said Ford’s acknowledg¬ 
ment Wednesday that he 
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US Financial Front: 

A milestone: American oil production tops net imports 



more U.S. energy produc¬ 
tion. 

“Taken together, these 
factors not only reduce our 
dependence on foreign 
oil, but work to reduce 
overall carbon pollution 
in our communities,” said 
White House spokesman 
Jay Carney. 

But on the production side, 
energy experts and the oil 
industry say the higher vol¬ 
umes of oil coming out of 
the ground come despite 
Obama’s policies, not be¬ 
cause of them. They say 
Obama has made it hard¬ 
er, not easier, to produce 
oil on government land. 
The U.S. still exports far less 
oil to other countries than it 
imports. “It’s a very positive 
sign — enormously posi¬ 
tive," said Philip Verleger, 
an independent U.S. en¬ 
ergy analyst. “But energy 
policy has not been a help, 
it's been a hindrance.” 
Although domestic oil pro¬ 
duction has been growing 
since Obama took office, 
most of the expanded pro¬ 
duction has been on pri¬ 
vate and state lands that 
the federal government 
doesn't control. □ 


JOSH LEDERMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — For 

the first month in nearly 


where to meet its needs. 
Not since 1995 has the U.S 
produced more crude oil 
than it imported. For sev¬ 


gone a long way toward 
realizing Obama’s goal 
of curbing global warm¬ 
ing. They also credited the 


president with promoting 
drilling on federal lands 
and offshore as part of 
his strategy to encourage 


White House press secretary Jay Carney listens during his daily news briefing at the White House in Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2013. 
Carney announced that domestic crude oil production as surpass those of imported crude oil. 

(AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais) 
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two decades, the U.S. in 
October extracted more 
oil from the ground than 
it imported from abroad, 
marking an important mile¬ 
stone for a nation seeking 
to wean itself off foreign oil. 
The shift could foreshad¬ 
ow future opportunities to 
increase jobs in the U.S., 
lower the trade deficit and 
insulate the economy from 
foreign crises that can send 
oil prices rising. But it also 
speaks to deeper, under¬ 
lying changes in the way 
Americans use oil, as price¬ 
conscious consumers seek 
to limit what they pay. The 
resulting decline in con¬ 
sumption has meant the 
U.S. must buy less oil from 
the Middle East and else¬ 


eral years now, domestic 
production has been on 
the rise, while net imports 
have been declining. But 
data released Wednesday 
by the Energy Information 
Administration, the statisti¬ 
cal wing of the Energy De¬ 
partment, show the trend 
lines have finally crossed, 
with crude oil production 
topping 7.7 million barrels 
per day. Obama adminis¬ 
tration officials said Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama’s ef¬ 
forts to boost fuel efficien¬ 
cy for cars have helped to 
reduce U.S. demand for 
gas and, in turn, lessen the 
need to import foreign oil. 
Officials said requiring auto 
companies to make cars 
that run on less gas has 
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Euroskeptic leaders unite, aim for parliament bloc 



European right-wing politicians Dutchman Geert Wilders, right, and France’s Marine Le Pen, left, 
pose for photographers in The Hague, Wednesday Nov. 13, 2013, prior to meeting for talks likely 
to focus on next year’s European elections. 

(AP Photo/Peter Dejong) 


MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Two prominent Eu¬ 
roskeptic politicians united 
Wednesday in a bid to 
form a bloc in the Europe¬ 
an Parliament next year to 
“liberate Europe from the 
monster of Brussels." 

Marine Le Pen, the leader 
of France's far-right Na¬ 
tional Front party, an¬ 
nounced an alliance with 
the anti-EU, anti-Islam Free¬ 
dom Party of Dutchman 
Geert Wilders, who issued 
the “liberate” quote. 

“The time of patriotic 
movements being divided 
is over," Le Pen declared, 
calling it “a historic day.” 
Their alliance is being 
launched as the 28-nation 
European Union is strug¬ 
gling to recover from a de¬ 
bilitating financial crisis that 
has forced wealthy north¬ 
ern EU nations to bailout 
struggling southern econo- 


MARIA DANILOVA 

RAF CASERT 

Associated Press 

KIEV, Ukraine (AP) — 

Ukraine's parliament on 
Wednesday delayed a 
decision on whether to 
release jailed former pre¬ 
mier Yulia Tymoshenko, a 
move that threatens to de¬ 
rail this ex-Soviet republic's 
push toward the European 
Union and shift it back into 
Russia’s orbit. 

Parliament Speaker 

Volodymyr Rybak said the 
bill allowing the former pre¬ 
mier to travel to Germany 
for medical treatment 
would be taken up again 
next Tuesday, only nine 
days ahead of an impor- 


mies like Greece and Por¬ 
tugal. 

But the announcement by 


tant summit with EU lead¬ 
ers. 

EU officials have warned 
that they will not back a 
free-trade and political as¬ 
sociation agreement with 
Ukraine if Tymoshenko re¬ 
mains in jail. They have 
urged her rival. President 
Viktor Yanukovych, to re¬ 
lease her for treatment in 
Germany as a compromise 
measure. 

Previously they have called 
Tymoshenko’s trial political¬ 
ly motivated. 

“Time is running out to 
achieve compliance with 
the conditions required for 
the signature,” two special 
EU envoys, former Polish 
President Aleksander Kwas- 


Wilders and Le Pen fell short 
of declaring a grand coali¬ 
tion of Euroskeptics across 


niewski and former Europe¬ 
an Parliament President Pat 
Cox, said in a statement 
late Wednesday. 

EU foreign ministers meet 
Monday to discuss what¬ 
ever progress Ukraine has 
made, though member 
states already have made 
clear they would take the 
advice of Kwasniewski and 
Cox, who have been shut¬ 
tling between Kiev and 
Brussels. 

EU Parliament President 
Martin Schulz said the Cox- 
Kwasniewski mission would 
be extended right up to the 
Nov. 28-29 Eastern Partner¬ 
ship summit in Vilnius, Lithu¬ 
ania. 

The two envoys said next 


the continent. 

“There are also other par¬ 
ties in the European Union 


Tuesday’s parliamentary 
session in Kiev will be cru¬ 
cial. “It can be decisive in 
yielding a settlement but 
risks also to result in stale¬ 
mate and a non-produc¬ 
tive blame game,” they 
said. 

Opposition leaders ac¬ 
cused Yanukovych and 
his allies in parliament of 
purposely sabotaging the 
long-awaited EU deal. 
Russia staunchly oppos¬ 
es the signing of the EU 
agreement and has used 
threats, sanctions and of¬ 
fers of price discounts in an 
attempt to lure Kiev away 
from the EU and into a 
Moscow-led customs union 
instead. □ 


or Europe that we would 
like to work together with,” 
Wilders said, acknowledg¬ 
ing that one of the highest- 
profile Euroskeptic groups, 
the United Kingdom Inde¬ 
pendence Party led by 
Nigel Farage, was not yet 
ready to join forces. 

Wilders said he hoped the 
UKIP would be prepared 
to join their alliance after 
European elections sched¬ 
uled for late May. 

The EU's economic mal¬ 
aise has fueled a rise in Eu¬ 
roskepticism among voters 
who question whether the 
grand idea of one conti¬ 
nent, one market, one cur¬ 
rency is capable of deliver¬ 
ing prosperity for all. Some 
are also growing increas¬ 
ingly frustrated at what 
they see as too much de¬ 
volution of national powers 
to EU bureaucrats in Brus¬ 
sels. 

Wilders’ party has long ad¬ 
vocated that the Nether¬ 
lands should pull out of the 
EU altogether. Le Pen says 
France should hold a refer¬ 
endum on the issue. 
Standing next to one an¬ 
other at a packed press 
conference in The Hague, 
both acknowledged that 
their parties do not agree 
on everything. 

In the past, Wilders has 
been reluctant to associ¬ 
ate his party with the Na¬ 
tional Front, because of 
controversial comments by 
its founder Jean-Marie Le 
Pen, Marine's father. 
Jean-Marie Le Pen has 
been convicted and fined 
for racism and anti-Semi¬ 
tism, but his daughter has 
sought to soften the par¬ 
ty’s message and turned 
its anger toward what she 
calls the “Islamization” of 
France. □ 


Ukraine delays vote on Tymoshenko’s release 
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Philippines medical care facilities overrun with patients 


white building behind the 
control tower since Ty¬ 
phoon Haiyan ravaged 
the eastern Philippines on 
Friday, killing thousands. 
Doctors who have been 
dealing with cuts, fractures 



Typhoon survivors queue up at the Tacloban city airport hoping to be able to board U.S. and 
Philippine military transport planes Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2013, in Leyte province, central 
Philippines. Five days after one of the strongest tropical storms on record leveled tens of 
thousands of houses in the central Philippines, relief operations were only starting to pick up 
pace, with two more airports in the region reopening, allowing for more aid flights. 

(AP Photo/Bullit Marquez) 


JIM GOMEZ 

KRISTEN GELINEAU 
Associated Press 
TACLOBAN, Philippines 

(AP) — A run-down, single¬ 
story building with filthy 
floors at Tacloban's ruined 


airport has become the 
area’s main medical cen¬ 
ter for victims of last week’s 


powerful typhoon. It has 
little medicine, virtually no 
facilities and very few doc¬ 
tors. 

What it is not short of are 
patients. 

Hundreds of injured peo¬ 


ple, pregnant women, chil¬ 
dren and the elderly have 
poured into the squat, 


and pregnancy’ compli¬ 
cations said Wednesday 
they soon expect to be 


treating more serious prob¬ 
lems such as pneumonia, 
dehydration, diarrhea and 
infections. 

The medical woes add to 
the daunting tasks for au¬ 
thorities, including dealing 
with looters and clearing 
the bottlenecks holding up 
thousands of tons of aid 
material from coming in. 
“The priority has got to be, 
let’s get the food in, let’s 
get the water in. We got 
a lot more come in today, 
But even that won’t be 
enough. We really need 
to scale up operation in 
an ongoing basis," U.N. 
humanitarian chief Valerie 
Amos told reporters af¬ 
ter touring Talcoban, the 
capital of Leyte province. 
Her office has released $25 
million in emergency re¬ 
lief fund, accounting for a 
chunk of the millions of dol¬ 
lars pledged by countries 
around the world. 

The World Food Program 
distributed rice and other 
items to nearly 50,000 peo¬ 
ple in the Tacloban area 
Wednesday, U.N. spokes¬ 
man Martin Nesirky said. 
While the cogs of what 
promises to be a massive 
international aid effort are 


beginning to turn, they are 
not quick enough for the 
600,000 people displaced, 
many of them homeless, 
hungry and thirsty. 

With the Tacloban airport 
battered and roads made 
impassable by debris, very 
little aid has arrived in the 
city. Most of it is stuck in 
Manila and the nearby air¬ 
port of Cebu, a 45-minute 
flight away. 

Many among the desper¬ 
ate residents have resorted 
to raiding for food. Mobs 
overran a rice warehouse 
on Leyte, collapsing a wall 
that killed eight people. 
Thousands of sacks of the 
grain were carted off. Also 
Wednesday, security forc¬ 
es exchanged gunfire with 
an armed gang. 

Tacloban Mayor Alfred Ro- 
mualdez urged residents 
to flee the city because lo¬ 
cal authorities were having 
trouble providing food and 
water and maintaining or¬ 
der, The New York Times 
reported. He said the city 
desperately needed trucks 
to distribute relief shipments 
accumulating at the air¬ 
port as well as equipment 
to pull decaying corpses 
from the rubble. □ 


Egypt’s Morsi: 

No stability unless coup reversed 


SARAH EL DEEB 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Egypt's oust¬ 
ed President Mohammed 
Morsi accused the military 
chief who deposed him of 
treason in a message from 
prison read by lawyers on 
Wednesday, saying the 
country cannot return to 
stability until the coup is 
reversed and those be¬ 
hind it are tried. The state¬ 
ment was part of a bid by 
Morsi to rally his supporters 
since his emergence from 
the secret military deten¬ 
tion where he had been 
held, with virtually no con¬ 
tact with the outside world 
since his July 3 ouster. 

Morsi was moved to a high 
security civilian peniten¬ 
tiary last week after the 
first session of his trial on 
charges of inciting murder. 
There, he had his first exten¬ 
sive meeting with a team 
of lawyers from his Muslim 
Brotherhood and other al¬ 
lies on Tuesday, outlining to 


them his “message to the 
Egyptian people." 

But he is emerging to a dra¬ 
matically changed situa¬ 
tion from four months ago. 
Since then, a fierce crack¬ 
down by security forces 
has crippled the Brother¬ 
hood, several thousand 
members have been ar¬ 
rested, and hundreds have 
been killed. The group has 
been banned by a court 
order and a government- 
appointed committee is re¬ 
viewing its financial assets 
with an eye to seize them. 
The new military-backed 
government is pushing 
ahead with a transition 
plan aiming for new presi¬ 
dential and parliamentary 
elections early next year. 

In the most recent verdict 
in the crackdown, a court 
sentenced 12 pro-Morsi 
supporters to 17 years in 
prison each over charges 
linked to violence at Al- 
Azhar, Sunni Islam’s main 
seat of learning.Q 
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Soldier’s killing stirs outrage in Israel 


ISABEL KERSHNER 
© 2013 New York Times 
JERUSALEM - A Palestinian 
teenager fatally stabbed 
a 19-year-old Israeli soldier 
on a bus in northern Israel 
on Wednesday, according 
to police, stirring outrage in 
Israel and injecting anoth¬ 
er element of uncertainty 
into a peace process al¬ 
ready clouded over Israeli 


calm the storm Tuesday, 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu instructed Ari¬ 
el, a rightist who opposes 
concessions to the Pales¬ 
tinians, to reconsider the 
plan, noting that it had not 
been coordinated with 
Netanyahu's office. Ariel 
agreed to a review, but it 
was still not clear Wednes¬ 
day whether the plan 


were ever accepted. 
“Either we can convince 
them to return, and we're 
trying with them, or we will 
form a new delegation,” 
Abbas told Reuters before 
the news of the settlement 
plans came to light. 

The stabbing Wednesday 
took place when the bus, 
traveling from Nazareth to 
Tel Aviv, pulled into the sta¬ 



dia , center, mother of Israeli soldier private Eden Atias mourns over his coffin during his funeral 
of in Uper Nazareth, northern Israel, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2013. Atias, 19, was stabbed to death 
by a Palestinian teenager at a bus station in northern Israel on Wednesday, police said, in a rare 
nationalistic attack far from the usual West Bank flashpoints. 

(AP Photo/Ariel Schalit) 


settlement plans in the 
West Bank.The Palestinian 
leadership was expected 
to meet Thursday to dis¬ 
cuss whether to continue 
the negotiations that be¬ 
gan this summer and that 
were supposed to con¬ 
tinue for nine months, ac¬ 
cording to a Palestinian 
official involved in the talks. 
The Palestinians were infuri¬ 
ated by the news Tuesday 
that Israel's housing minis¬ 
ter, Uri Ariel, had initiated 
planning for 20,000 new 
settlement homes. A White 
House spokesman said the 
Obama administration was 
“deeply concerned” over 
the plan. 

In a late-night attempt to 


would be withdrawn, as 
the Palestinian leadership 
has demanded. 

The disarray in the peace 
process was evident in the 
resignations of the two Pal¬ 
estinian negotiators, Saeb 
Erekat and Muhammad 
Shtayyeh, in frustration 
over a lack of progress in 
the peace talks and the 
continued Israeli settle¬ 
ment activity. The presi¬ 
dent of the Palestinian Au¬ 
thority, Mahmoud Abbas, 
told an Egyptian television 
network, CBC, this week 
that the two had resigned, 
although he suggested 
that they would nonethe¬ 
less remain; it was unclear 
whether their resignations 


tion in the northern town 
of Afula.The Israeli military 
said the soldier, Eden Atias, 
19, had been in uniform on 
his way to an army base at 
the time of the attack. He 
was stabbed several times 
in the upper body, accord¬ 
ing to Micky Rosenfeld, a 
spokesman for the police. 
Rosenfeld said a 16-year- 
old Palestinian from Jenin, 
West Bank, was appre¬ 
hended at the scene and 
told security personnel 
under questioning that 
he had acted to avenge 
one or more relatives serv¬ 
ing time in Israeli prison. 
Israeli news media identi¬ 
fied the suspect as Hussein 
Jawadra. □ 


Police: Spy stuffed in bag 
probably died by accident 

RAPHAEL SATTER 
Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — More than three years after the naked, 
decomposing body of British spy Gareth Williams was dis¬ 
covered stuffed inside a locked gym bag at the bottom 
of his bathtub, the mystery over his bizarre death lingers, 
and a police investigation has done little to clear it up. 
London's Metropolitan Police said Wednesday that their 
investigation had found that Williams likely died in an 
accident with no one else involved. But the tentative 
conclusion, which the police hedged by acknowledg¬ 
ing many gaps haven't been filled in, is unlikely to calm 
conspiracy theories surrounding the case. 

Metropolitan Police Deputy Assistant Commissioner Mar¬ 
tin Hewitt said Williams, whose remains were discovered 
in August 2010, was “most probably” killed in an acci¬ 
dent, a verdict which conflicts with a coroner's inquest 
that concluded last year that Williams was probably 
killed by another person in a “criminally meditated act.” 
Hewitt said the police position “is that, on balance, it is a 
more probable conclusion that there was no other per¬ 
son present when Gareth died.” 

“But the reality is that for both hypotheses, there exist evi¬ 
dential contradictions and gaps in our understanding,” 
he said. 

Hewitt told reporters at Scotland Yard headquarters that 
his conclusion was based on the fact that investigators 
found little evidence of foul play in a death that has 
spawned a host of theories, from assassination to sexual 
adventure gone awry. 

Williams, a cyberwarfare expert, worked for Britain’s 
GCHQ eavesdropping service and was attached to the 
overseas espionage agency MI6 when he died. 

Some have raised the possibility that Williams locked 
himself in the bag as part of a sex act gone wrong or an 
experiment in escapology — the Houdini-like art of wrig¬ 
gling out of restraints or traps. Investigators found that 
he had visited bondage and sadomasochism websites, 
including some related to claustrophilia — a desire for 
confinement in enclosed spaces. 

Police concluded — after several reenactments — that 
it was possible for Williams to climb inside the sports bag 
and lock it. 

However, police couldn’t find Williams’ DNA on the lock, 
palm prints on the rim of the bath, or footprints in the 
bathroom itself. The coroner, Fiona Wilcox, said that 
pointed to another person having taken the bag into 
the bathroom, noting that if Williams had been “carrying 
out some kind of peculiar experiment, he wouldn’t care 
if he left any foot or fingerprints.” 

She was also critical in her inquest verdict of MI6, which 
failed to pass evidence to investigating police, and 
said that while it seemed unlikely that British intelligence 
agencies were involved in Williams’ death, it was a “le¬ 
gitimate line of inquiry.” 

Hewitt said there was no evidence that the apartment 
had been cleaned to remove forensic traces and noth¬ 
ing to suggest a struggle or a break-inO 
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Prince Charles ready for pension, still in line for job 


Britain's Prince Charles waves after a service at the Afghan Church in Mumbai, India. 

(AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool) 


GREGORY KATZ 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Prince 
Charles plans to claim the 
government pension he 
qualifies for when he turns 
65 on Thursday, but he still 
hasn’t started the job he 
was born to do. 

The eldest son of Queen 
Elizabeth II has been heir to 
the throne since his mother 
became monarch in 1952, 
when he was 3. 

He is the longest-waiting 
heir apparent in Britain's 
history, overtaking Queen 
Victoria’s son, Edward VII, 
two years ago. 

Charles became a grand¬ 
father earlier this year with 
the birth of Prince George, 
the first child born to Prince 
William and his wife, Kate. 
Palace officials said 
Wednesday that Charles 
will contribute the govern¬ 
ment pension to a charity 
that helps elderly people. 
The future king is entitled to 
about 110 pounds ($175) 
per week because of his 
service in the Royal Navy 
and voluntary contribu¬ 
tions he has made. 

As Prince of Wales, he cer¬ 
tainly doesn’t need the 
pension fund. He enjoys 
control of the lucrative 
Duchy of Cornwall, a vasf 
holding established in 1337 
by King Edward II to provide 
income for his heir. It brings 


Charles millions each year. 
The prince, who is accom¬ 
panied by his wife, Camil¬ 
la, will mark his milestone 
birthday representing his 
mother at the Common¬ 
wealth heads of govern¬ 
ment meeting in Sri Lanka 
after spending part of the 
day in India. 

For decades, the queen 
has attended the meeting, 
and Joe Little, managing 
editor of Majesty maga¬ 
zine, said that Charles saw 
taking her place as “quite 
a momentous occasion.” 
Stepping in for the queen 
has become more com¬ 
mon in recent years as 
Elizabeth, 87, has greatly 
reduced her international 
travel. Her husband. Prince 
Philip, 92, has also reduced 
his public appearances fol¬ 
lowing a series of medical 
setbacks. 

Over his decades as heir, 
Charles has become 
known for his strong opin¬ 
ions on topics such as 
education, architecture, 
religion, the environment, 
organic food and home¬ 
opathy. 

Little said the prince was 
enjoying his relative free¬ 
dom to speak out before 
he becomes king, a role 
fhaf will require him to be 
much more cautious in his 
pronouncements. 

“I think he’s very much 


making use of the time 
available to him in that he 
can put forward theories 
and get things done that 
he won’t be able to do 
when he becomes king,” 
said Little. 

Charles has also celebrat¬ 
ed his birthday by serving 
as guest editor of a spe¬ 
cial edition of Country Life 
magazine, which shares his 
enthusiasm for preserving 
Britain’s rural areas. 

Charles used his stint in the 
editor’s chair to upbraid 


supermarket chains for tak¬ 
ing advantage of Britain's 
small farmers and said Brit¬ 
ain’s farming heritage is at 
risk.ln an editorial column, 
he called the countryside 
“the unacknowledged 


backbone of our national 
identity."ln recent years, 
Charles has also criticized 
financial companies which 
he says focus on short-term 
gains at the expense of the 
environment. □ 


Bolivia: 

Less than half its coca goes to cocaine 


LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) — Bo¬ 
livia’s government has re¬ 
leased a study that says 58 
percent its coca crop goes 
to traditional uses while the 
rest is processed into co¬ 
caine. 

The long-awaited Europe¬ 
an Union-financed sfudy 
found fhaf 31 percent of 
Bolivia’s 10 million people 
consume coca, a mild 


stimulant used in religious 
rituals, chewed and taken 
in tea. 

President Evo Morales is a 
coca growers' union chief 
and his backers have long 
said Bolivia needs four-fifths 
of the 25,300 hectares of 
coca under cultivation in 
2012 to meet traditional 
needs. 

U.S. officials insist it needs 


no more than 12,000 hect¬ 
ares. 

Bolivia is the No. 3 coca 
producer, following Peru 
and Colombia. 
International law enforce¬ 
ment officials say Bolivia 
has a growing drug traf¬ 
ficking problem, with much 
of the cocaine processed 
in its territory originating in 
Peru. □ 
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Venezuela appliances crackdown spurs uncertainty 


JOSHUA GOODMAN 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Even by Venezuela’s 
volatile standards, it’s been 
a difficult few days. 

Basic staples such as flour 
and vegetable oil have 
grown scarce throughout 
the country, the currency is 
plunging in a thriving black 
market and inflation that’s 
already among the highest 
in the world is accelerat¬ 
ing. Amid so much unease. 
President Nicolas Maduro 
has settled on radical, and 
some say self-defeating, 
solutions. In recent days 
he’s ordered the military to 
take over appliance stores, 
which he's told to slash 
prices, leading bargain 
hunters to form block-long 
lines across the country. 
The populist measures 
seem designed to help 
Maduro’s party get over 
the hump of next month’s 
mayoral vote, its first elec¬ 
toral test since the presi¬ 
dent narrowly defeated 
opposition leader Hen- 
rique Capriles in April. But 
while the measures appar¬ 
ently are popular with vot¬ 
ers, Maduro runs the risk of 
cannibalizing an already 
damaged economy. 

Some analysts are now 


asking whether the late 
President Hugo Chavez's 
socialist revolution has 
reached a point of no 
return, where what little 
private investment is left 
vanishes completely and 
Maduro has no choice but 
to fully embrace a statist 
model. “It’s a very high- 
risk strategy," said sociolo¬ 
gist David Smilde, who has 
spent part of the past two 
decades teaching in Ven¬ 
ezuela and is now a senior 
fellow at the U.S. think tank 
the Washington Office 
on Latin America. “If this 
week, it’s electronic stores, 
then the automotive sec¬ 
tor, and you keep doing 
this for the four weeks un¬ 
til elections, you could do 
some real damage to the 
economy." 

It's hard to overstate the 
grim predicament the gov¬ 
ernment and country face. 
Although Venezuela claims 
the world’s biggest proven 
oil reserves, the nation of 
30 million is suffering short¬ 
ages of everything from 
electricity to auto parts to 
medical equipment. 

Nearly 73 percent of Ven¬ 
ezuelans say they're pes¬ 
simistic about their coun¬ 
try’s prospects, 20 points 
more than when Maduro 


was elected by a razor-thin 
margin that the opposition 
still disputes, according to 
a poll taken last month by 
the Venezuelan firm Dafa- 
nalisis fhaf was reported by 
local media. Another 67 
percent see the country’s 
political situation as unsta¬ 
ble. Maduro has respond¬ 
ed by appearing daily on 
TV to announce the con¬ 
fiscation of businesses he 
accuses of helping wage 
an “economic war” on 
Venezuela. Congress is ex¬ 
pected to approve a bill as 
early as this week granting 
him special decree pow¬ 
ers, which would give him 
authority to expand the 
crackdown. 

Just recently, Maduro had 
been trying to woo invest¬ 
ment. 

The government eased 
investment rules for the oil 
industry, the source of 95 
percent of export revenue, 
and rolled out the red car¬ 
pet for a new factory by 
Swiss food giant Nestle. 
Even while avoiding a po¬ 
litically costly devaluation 
of the country’s fixed-rate 
currency, Maduro's gov¬ 
ernment has supplied more 
dollars to local producers. 
Now, analysts say, Maduro 
is scuttling that attempt 


at moderation, with the 
risk that confiscations and 
price controls will prompt 
companies in more criti¬ 
cal areas such as food and 
pharmaceuticals to freeze 
production. 

“The biggest risk he faces 
is fhaf fear becomes wide¬ 
spread,” said Luis Vicente 
Leon, the Caracas-based 
pollster for Datanalisis. 

Yet the alternative for 
Maduro would be even 
worse: His candidates 

could get trounced in Dec. 
8 elections, which would 
strengthen opposition at¬ 
tempts to force him out of 
office. Leon said Maduro’s 
elecforal strategy of slash¬ 
ing appliance prices while 
blaming unloved mer¬ 
chants for gouging con¬ 
sumers has so far seemed 
to work, providing a com¬ 
pelling political narrative 
that for the first time shows 
him in command. 

The question is how long 
he’ll keep earning those 
political dividends. Ear¬ 
lier conspiracies floated 
by Maduro, such as an al¬ 
leged assassination plot 
by the opposition and a 
secret plan to carry out 
an “electrical coup” with 
power cuts, barely reso¬ 
nated with voters. □ 


Cuba cheering 
election to UN 
Rights Council 

PETER ORSI 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — Official 
media in Cuba celebrat¬ 
ed the country’s election 
to the U.N. Human Rights 
Council as a vindica¬ 
tion of the Communist- 
run nation’s principles on 
Wednesday. 

A day after the Caribbean 
country was picked for a 
fhree-year term on the 47- 
seat Geneva-based body, 
headlines in Communist 
Party newspaper Granma 
called it “a new victory for 
the Cuban people.” 
Havana's ambassador to 
international organizations 
in Geneva, Anayansi Ro¬ 
driguez, agreed. 

“Cuba’s selection is noth¬ 
ing less than a recognition 
of its consistent stance of 
rejecting double standards 
and the persistent efforts 
by Western powers to use 
the Council for political 
ends, to manipulate the 
issue of human rights in 
service of its interests and 
to convert this body into 
an inquisitor tribunal for 
the nations of the (global) 
South who don’t submit to 
their designs,” Rodriguez 
told Granma. 

The election of Cuba, Chi¬ 
na, Russia, Saudi Arabia, 
Vietnam and Algeria to the 
council elicited some pro¬ 
tests from outside human 
rights groups who said their 
inclusion hurts the body's 
credibility. 

The U.S. ambassador to 
the U.N., Samantha Power, 
said in a statement that 
some countries, without 
naming names, had been 
picked “that commit signif¬ 
icant violations of the rights 
the Council is designed to 
advance and protect.” 
And Florida Rep. Ileana 
Ros-Lehtinen, a staunch 
opponent of the Castro 
government, accused 
Cuba of being a “flagrant 
violator of human rights” 
for its treatment of political 
dissidents. 

“It is obvious that hypocrisy 
rules the day in the U.N.,” 
she said in a press release. 
Cuba counters criticism of 
its record by saying its sys¬ 
tem upholds the will of the 
peopleO 



Shoppers stand in line leaning against a barricade as they wait to enter an appliance store in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, 
Nov. 13, 2013. President Nicolas Maduro in recent days ordered the military to take over appliance stores, slashing prices, leading 
bargain hunters to form block-long lines across the country. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 
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Colorful grand opening for Solo Art Exhibition 


PALM BEACH - Anita Hugen 
is a known local artist, and 
beloved art teacher at ISA. 
She is presenting 28 
artworks which consist 
of 21 paintings and 7 
photographs from her 
journey to Peru on canvas 
for this Solo Exhibition. 

Anita explains about the 
theme 'Passages,' “Door, 
gates, passages are 
symbols for changes, new 
beginnings, closure and 
much more. They inspire 
because of their form, 


colors and texture and for the opening reception 
made the whole process recently enjoyed a night 
very inspiring.” Invited local of exciting gathering over 
and international guests uniquely created artworks. 



with wine and cheese. 

If you missed the opening 
night, don't worry! The 
exhibition continues until 
Dec. 06, 2013. Please 
come and visit us any 
time, the Westin Aruba 
Art Gallery [WAAG] opens 
7 days a week, which is 
located at the lobby level 
of The Westin Aruba Resort 
& Casino. The gallery 
curators will be present 
on Tuesday afternoon (3 
pm - 6 pm), and Saturday 
(11 am - 2 pm) to answer 


“Passages” 



all your questions or/and 
assist you for purchasing 
any artworks. 

By Michiko Takatsu, 
curator at WAAG. □ 


The New Ritz-Carlton Spa Opens in December! 


PALM BEACH - The much- 
anticipated Ritz-Carlton 
Spa, an oceanfront 
sanctuary, is expected to 
open at the Palm Beach 
resort in early December, 
tucked into 15,000 square 
feet of elegant-tranquility, 
offering a novel and original 
spa ritual and an extensive, 
unique menu of services. 
The local community 
can now look forward to 
balancing its body, mind 
and soul, under the gentle 
care of professional spa 
therapists, combining the 
experience with the resort>s 
savory dining, the lushly 
landscaped swimming 
pools and perhaps even a 
bit of gaming at the casino, 


for dessert, at the end of a 
healing day. 

Spa Manager Karin Cofino, 
reports that the spa offers 13 
luxurious treatment rooms. 
They are equally divided 
into two wings, serving 
both men and women in 
their own separate, stylish 
and comfortable areas, 
including two his and hers 
steam rooms and dry 
saunas, and two outdoor, 
private Jacuzzis. 

The most exciting feature 
about the spa besides it 
being contemporary and 
gorgeous, is the elaborate 
spa ritual, designed to 
totally relax guests and 
transport them to new 
heights of wellbeing. The 


ritual was conceived with 
the help of the spa>s local 
team, so that native plants, 
herbs and botanicals 
typical to our island 
experience are integrated 
in the spa journey. 

Many of the botanicals 
used at the spa hail from 
Dina Veeris’s garden, 
in Curacao, which is 
exceptional, because most 
spa cultures just borrow 
Balinese or Swiss traditions, 
but here in Aruba the new 
Ritz Carlton spa is 100% 
Aruba-inspired, reflecting 
our water, sky, earth & 
fire elements, creating a 
sophisticated and totally 
new therapies! 

Guests will embark on 


their spa journey at the 
welcome area where 
they will be encouraged 
to make a wish, stacking 
their own black lava stones 
from Black Stone Beach, 
which are now part of the 
greeting ceremony. 

And for a more distinct 
Aruban flavor, one of the 
spa standout massages, the 
Aruba Divi Divi massage, 
will be performed for 80 
minutes with especially 
long strokes to originally 
composed music. No 
doubt a once in a life time 
experience! 

Communications Manager 
Myandra Croes, states that 
locals are most welcome. 
A special local menu offers 


very reasonably-priced 
massages, manicures, 
pedicures and facials, 
and a further discount is 
granted on Mothers To 
Be Treatments, Hair and 
Makeup, Barber Services, 
the Oxygen Bar, Wraps, 
Scrubs and what sounds 
like the ultimate treat, 
Coupler Massage Training, 
where couples learn to 
massage each other under 
the guidance of a certified 
therapist. With stress 
building up in our life, a 
visit to the Ritz-Carlton spa 
is certainly recommended 
and the use the Fitness 
Center and the rest of the 
resorbs enticing facilities is 
included in the price. □ 
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With their Noord & Paradera branches moving to HATO: 

Aruba Bank announces the opening of its Hato branch! 


ORANJESTAD - On Mon¬ 
day, December 2nd, 
2013, Aruba Bank will be 
opening its new branch in 
HATO. Construction of the 
building started in Febru¬ 
ary 2013, and it is conclud¬ 
ing as planned, right on 
schedule. 

The new bank branch at 
HATO offers a great variety 
of services including com¬ 
prehensive cashier servic¬ 
es, customer services, and 
loans. Additionally, Aruba 
Bank is introducing the first 
"self service safe locker” 
in Aruba, delivering ulti¬ 
mate security and the lat¬ 
est technology. Moreover, 
the parking lot at the HATO 
branch is home to a drive 
thru ATM and a Night De¬ 
posit Box. 

The bank's Platinum Bank¬ 
ing department will be 
moving from the main Ca- 
macuri branch into HATO, 
offering its Platinum clients 
the personal service they 
deserve in a more spacious 
and contemporary setting. 

The new branch in HATO 


branches in Noord and 
Paradera will remain open 
to the general public un¬ 
til the 29th of November 
2013. 

Aruba Bank would like 
to take this opportunity 
to thank its clients from 
the Noord and Paradera 
neighborhoods for their 
confidence and support 
over the years and invites 
them to visit the HATO 
branch, a central, spa¬ 
cious and modern facility. 


will welcome a great influx 
of clients as the branch 
expect to render services 
to a substantial number 
of clients every day. In 
preparation for that, DOW 
in conjunction with Aruba 
Bank constructed a traffic 
roundabout to guarantee 
easy and quick access to 
the complex. 


Once inside the gates, the 
building is graced with a 
great number of parking 
spaces, further guarantee¬ 
ing fast and efficient bank¬ 
ing. 

With the opening of the 
new branch, Aruba Bank's 
branches in Noord and 
Paradera will be moving 
into their new facility. The 


The countdown for the 
building’s inaugural party 
is on! Aruba Bank is looking 
forward fo celebrate the 
opening with its clients and 
the community. □ 


Soccer fans cheer for their 
teams at Salt & Pepper as 
Colombia meets Holland! 
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Tapas Bar and Bestanrant 


PALM BEACH - The much- 
anticipated friendly inter¬ 
national soccer match be¬ 
tween Colombia and the 
Netherlands on November 
19 promises to be most en¬ 
tertaining. 

The match will hopefully be 
dotted liberally with loads 
of fireworks. 

The fans who are going to 
watch the game at Salt & 


Pepper Restaurant in the 
Arawak Garden, are in for 
a treat: Heineken is just $3- 
a bottle and a mix drink 
costs $ 4.--, so it does not 
matter whether Colombia 
is victorious or the Nether¬ 
lands: everyone is a winner! 
The encounter between 
Colombia and Holland 
goes underway at 15.30 
hrs. (3:30pm).□ 
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Fun & Sun at the Pelican Pier on Palm Beach! 



PAL M BEACH - Pelican Ad¬ 
ventures Tours & Waters- 
ports & Pelican Nest Bar & 
Seafood Grill are all under 
one roof located at The 
Pelican Pier in Palm Beach. 
We offer Sailing & Snorkel- 
ing Cruises, Champagne 
Brunch Cruises, Sunset & 
Dinner Cruises, Holy Gua- 
camole Fiesta Cruise, Wet 


& Wild Jeep tour and our 
famous Beach & Cave 
tour, also a variety of wa- 
tersports such as wave 
runners, parasailing, tub¬ 
ing and much more. Our 
desks are located at Casa 
del Mar (pool deck), Westin 
Hotel lower lobby, Westin 
activity center (pool deck), 
Playa Linda resort next to 


the juice bar. Holiday Inn 
Desk and at the Concierge 
& Pelican Pier desk located 
between Holiday Inn hotel 
& Playa Linda Resort. 
Pelican Nest Restaurant of¬ 
fers an impressive selection 
of fresh seafood (caught 
daily by our own fleet). In¬ 
ternational dishes and a re¬ 
laxing atmosphere. Open 




daily for dinner reservations py hour from 4 till 6 pm. 
call 297-586-2259 from 11 Last but not least our Piz- 
am. Our Captain’s Morgan zeria del Mar that offers a 
Pier Bar offers a daily hap- variety of pizzas.Q 
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Sharapova 

STAMFORD, Connecticut 
(AP) — Maria Sharapova 
will work for NBC during its 
Winter Olympics coverage 
in her childhood home of 
Sochi. The four-time Grand 


to work for NBC at Sochi Olympics 


Slam champion lived in So¬ 
chi until she was 6 and still 
has family and friends in the 
area. She was Russia's flag- 
bearer at the opening cer¬ 
emony of the 2012 London 


Olympics, where she won a 
silver medal. NBC Olympics 
executive producer Jim Bell 
says that Sharapova “tran¬ 
scends sports as one of the 
world’s most recognizable 


stars." He adds that “Ma¬ 
ria will offer a unique and 
personal perspective on a 
place she knows so well.” 
The opening ceremony in 
Sochi is Feb. 7. □ 


Heat roll past Bucks 118-95 

The Associated Press 
MIAMI (AP) — LeBron 
James scored 33 points 
and sat out the fourth 
quarter, while Michael 
Beasley scored 19 off the 
bench as the Miami Heat 
had little trouble in beat¬ 
ing the Milwaukee Bucks 
118-95 Tuesday. Mario 
Chalmers finished with 15 
points and seven assists 
for the Heat, whose previ¬ 
ous biggest victory margin 
was a 12-point triumph 
over Chicago on opening 
night. Chris Bosh scored 10 
for Miami (5-3). John Hen¬ 
son and Gary Neal each 
scored 18 points and Gi¬ 
annis Antetokounmpo 
scored 11 for Milwaukee — 
all three of them putting up 
those points off the Bucks' 
bench. Caron Butler was 
the only double-digit-scor- 
ing starter for the Bucks (2- 
4), finishing with 10. Miami 
played without Udonis Has- 
lem (back) and Ray Allen 
(ill). Shane Battier started 
in Haslem’s place. MAVER¬ 
ICKS 105, WIZARDS 95 DAL¬ 
LAS (AP) — Dirk Nowitzki 
had 19 points to pass Jerry 
West on the NBA's career 
scoring list and help Dallas 
beat Washington. 

Continued on Page 21 

Dallas Mavericks forward Dirk 
Nowitzki (41) goes up over 
Washington Wizards’ Al Har¬ 
rington, left, to score a 3-point 
basket in the second half of 
an NBA basketball game, 

Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2013, 
in Dallas. With that basket 
Nowitzki passed Jerry West 
for 16th place on the NBA's 
all-time scoring list. The Mav¬ 
ericks won 105-95. 

Associated Press 



MLB confident 
players, umps 
will expand 
replay 



Major League Baseball exec¬ 
utive Joe Torre talks with the 
media at the annual baseball 
general managers meeting, 
Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2013, in Or¬ 
lando, Fla. 

Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Florida (AP) — 

Major League Baseball 
is confident players and 
umpires will agree to an 
expanded instant replay 
system for the 2014 season. 
MLB Executive Vice Presi¬ 
dent Joe Torre said Tues¬ 
day he expects deals to 
be in place by January. 
Virtually all umpires’ calls 
other than balls and strikes, 
and foul tips will be re- 
viewable. It’s not yet clear 
whether umpires will be the 
ones reviewing the video 
at a central installation. 
Owners are expected to 
give their go-ahead Thurs¬ 
day for funding the ex¬ 
panded replay. 

Baseball started using vid¬ 
eo review in 2008 but lim¬ 
ited it to home run calls. □ 
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Managers of the year: Terry Francona, Clint Hurdle 



In this Oct. 1, 2013, file photo, Cleveland Indians manager Terry Francona, right, answers 
questions during news conference; and in this July 23, 2013, photo, Pittsburgh Pirates manager 
Clint Hurdle hits balls during batting practice. Associated Press 


MIKE FITZPATRICK 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Two 

World Series and eight 
successful seasons in 
Boston brought Terry 
Francona exactly zero 
first-place votes in Ma¬ 
jor League Baseball 
manager of the year 
balloting. It took him 
one year with the sur¬ 
prising Cleveland Indi¬ 
ans to bag the prize. 
Francona and Clint 
Hurdle of the Pittsburgh 
Pirates won the man¬ 
ager awards on Tues¬ 
day after guiding their 
small-budget teams to 
charming turnarounds. 
In a close vote by the 
Baseball Writers’ As¬ 
sociation of Ameri¬ 
ca panel, Francona 
edged old friend John 
Farrell of the World 
Series champion Red 
Sox 112 points to 96 for 


the American League 
honor. “I have a feel¬ 
ing he wouldn’t trade 
what they did for this 
any day of the week,” 
Francona said on a 
conference call from 
Tucson, Arizona. 

Hurdle was a runaway 
winner in the National 
League, selected first 
on 25 of 30 ballots af¬ 
tertaking the Pirates to 
the playoffs in their first 
winning season since 
1992. ' 

“It is so rewarding for 
me to see what’s hap¬ 
pened, the synergy in 
the city,” Hurdle said 
in Pittsburgh. “To be a 
small part of a group 
that’s able to bring joy 
at so many different 
levels — that’s what’s 
rewarding to me in 
life.” It was the first 
Manager of the Year 
award for Francona 


even though — in an 
interesting twist — he 
steered the Red Sox 
to World Series titles in 


2004 and 2007. Dur¬ 
ing his initial season 
with the Indians, he 
directed them to a 24- 


win improvement and 
a late surge that pro¬ 
duced their first playoff 
berth in six yearsO 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 



town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 
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NHL Capsules 

Panthers snap 9-game skid and surprise Ducks, 3-2 


Anaheim Ducks' Bryan Allen (55) watches as Florida Panthers' Marcel Goc (57) goes for the 
puck during the second period of an NHL hockey game in Sunrise, Fla., Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2013. 

Associated Press 


SUN RISE, Florida (AP) — 

Brad Boyes scored the tie¬ 
breaking goal early in the 
third period and Tim Thom¬ 
as stopped 32 shots as the 
Florida Panthers snapped 
a nine-game losing streak 
Tuesday with a 3-2 victory 
over the Anaheim Ducks. 
Scottie Upshall and Shawn 
Matthias also scored for 
the Panthers, who earned 
their first win under new 
coach Peter Horachek 
and ended Anaheim’s 
five-game winning streak. 
Upshall also had an assist 
to help Florida rally from 
two goals down. 

The Panthers won for the 
first time since beating 
Minnesota 2-1 on Oct. 
19. It was their first vic¬ 
tory in three games under 
Horachek, who took over 
when Kevin Dineen was 
fired last Friday. 

Hampus Lindholm and An¬ 
drew Cogliano scored for 
the Ducks (15-4-1), who 
lead the NHL with 31 points. 
Frederik Andersen made 
22 saves but lost for the first 
time in seven career starts. 
SABRES 3, KINGS 2, SO 
BUFFALO, New York (AP) — 
Cody Hodgson scored two 


BUFFALO, New York (AP) 

— The Buffalo Sabres have 
fired coach Ron Rolston 
and rehired Ted Nolan to 
replace him. 

Sabres owner Terry Pe- 
gula also announced on 
Wednesday that he fired 
general manager Darcy 
Regier and hired Pat La- 
Fontaine as president of 
hockey operations. 

The Sabres have won four 
of 20 NHL games, the worst 
start in franchise history. 
Buffalo edged Los Ange¬ 
les 3-2 in a shootout on 
Tuesday to avoid tying the 
worst home start in NHL his¬ 
tory. 

Rolston was 19-6-26 in his 
brief tenure as Buffalo 
coach. Regier had been 
the Sabres general man- 


goals, Ryan Miller made 43 
saves as Buffalo beat Los 
Angeles to avoid matching 
the worst home start in NHL 
history. 

Matt Moulson and Tyler En- 


ager since 1997. 

Nolan was the Sabres 
coach from 1995-97. 
LaFontaine starred for the 
Sabres from 1991-97 and 


nis scored in the shootout 
for the Sabres (4-15-1) and 
Miller stopped both Los 
Angeles shooters. Buffalo 
was winless in its first nine 
home games, one short of 


was inducted into the 
U.S. Hall of Fame in 2003. 
He started a job as senior 
executive for the NHL in 
October.Q 


the NHL record set by Pitts¬ 
burgh in 1983-84. 

Justin Williams and Dwight 
King scored in regulation 
for the Kings (11-7-0), who 
had won their previous two 
games. 

Despite the loss, Los Ange¬ 
les was the dominant team 
and controlled most of the 
play. The Kings outshot the 
Sabres 45-17 for the game, 
holding a 15-4 advantage 
after one period and 30-7 
after two. 

SHARKS 3, FLAMES 2, OT 

CALGARY, Alberta (AP) 
— Brad Stuart scored 1:13 
into overtime to propel San 
Jose to a victory over Cal¬ 
gary that snapped a five- 
game winless streak. 

Stuart joined the rush and 
broke for the net and had 
Joe Thornton’s shot deflect 
off him and past Reto Berra 
for the winner. 

Logan Couture and Patrick 
Marleau also scored for 
San Jose. During their skid, 
they had three shootout 
losses and one loss in over¬ 
time. 

San Jose dominated play 
throughout the game, out- 
shooting Calgary 35-13. 
The Sharks were particu¬ 
larly strong in the first two 
periods, building a 2-0 lead 


Sabres fire coach, GM; 
hire Nolan, LaFontaine 



In this May 7, 2013 file photo, Buffalo Sabres coach Ron Rolston 
speaks during an NHL hockey news conference in Buffalo, N.Y. 

Associated Press 



with a 28-6 edge in shots. 
Mike Cammalleri and Kris 
Russell scored for Calgary 
in the third period. The 
Flames are winless in their 
past four. 

COYOTES 3, BLUES 2, OT 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson scored 56 
seconds into overtime and 
Mike Smith made 37 saves 
to give Phoenix a victory 
over St. Louis. 

Ekman-Larsson, who had 
an assist on Phoenix’s first 
goal, took a pass from 
Mike Ribeiro and beat 
goalie Jaroslav Halak with 
a shot from just inside the 
blue line. 

Smith had faced the most 
shots of any NHL goalie 
coming into the game 
(516). He saw another 39 in 
this one, including 13 in the 
third period. 

David Moss and Mikkel 
Boedker had the other 
Phoenix goals. 

Maxim Lapierre and Ro¬ 
man Polak scored for the 
Blues. Halak made 16 
saves. 

DEVILS 3, RANGERS 2 

NEW YORK (AP) — Dainius 
Zubrus netted the tiebreak¬ 
ing goal with 2:55 left, Ryan 
Carter scored his first two 
goals of the season as 
New Jersey snapped New 
York’s three-game winning 
streak. 

Zubrus put in a loose puck 
after his shot was blocked 
by defenseman Dan Gi- 
rardi for his third goal. That 
was enough to give Martin 
Brodeur a third straight win. 
Girardi had gotten the 
Rangers even at 2 when he 
scored his first of the sea¬ 
son with 7:42 left. Girardi 
banked in a shot from the 
blue line off the skate of 
Devils defenseman Adam 
Larsson, who turned 21 on 
Tuesday. 

Brodeur, who earlier this 
season conceded his start¬ 
ing job to newcomer Cory 
Schneider started and won 
for the third time in four 
games. His previous two 
outings resulted in shutouts. 
The 41-year-old Brodeur, 
who made 33 saves, also 
allowed a second-period 
goal to Marc Staal in earn¬ 
ing his NHL-record 674th 
winO 











NBA 

Continued from Page 18 



Miami Heat’s LeBron James 
(6) shoots over Milwaukee 
Bucks' Gary Neal, left, and 
Brandon Knight (11) during 
the first half of an NBA basket¬ 
ball game Tuesday, Nov. 12, 
2013, in Miami. 

Associated Press 

Nowitzki hit consecutive 
3-pointers late in the third 
quarter, the second one 
putting him at 25,194 points 
for 16th place, two ahead 
of West. 

Trevor Ariza led the Wizards 
with 27 points, including 
five 3-pointers. He also had 
seven rebounds and four 
steals. 

Monta Ellis started slowly 
from the field before scor¬ 
ing 10 in the fourth quar¬ 
ter to help the Mavericks 
improve to 4-0 at home 
this season. Ellis matched 
Nowitzki with 19. 

Nowitzki ended up 8 of 19 
from the field with eight 
rebounds, two assists and 
steals. He has 25,197 points 
for his career. Reggie Miller 
is 15th on the scoring list 
with 25,279 points. 

LAKERS 116, PELICANS 95 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Jor¬ 
dan Hill had a career-high 
21 points and 11 rebounds 
in his first start of the season, 
and Pau Gasol added 14 
points and eight rebounds 
in Los Angeles’ victory over 
New Orleans. 

Nick Young scored 17 
points for Los Angeles, 
which lost five of its last 
seven before trouncing the 
Pelicans, who beat them 
handily last week in New 
Orleans. 

Jodie Meeks and Xavier 
Henry scored 15 points 
apiece for the Lakers, who 
led by 20 points in the first 
half before coasting to 
their 12th win in their last 13 
regular-season meetings 
with New Orleans. 

Eric Gordon scored 17 
points for the Pelicans, who 
have lost on the first two 
stops of their three-game 
West Coast road tripO 
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Bullying just the latest issue for NFL 



In this July 24, 2013 file photo, Miami Dolphins guard Richie Incognito (68) and tackle Jonathan 
Martin (71) stand on the field during an NFL football practice in Davie, Fla. 

Associated Press 


TIM DAHLBERG 
AP Sports Columnist 

Even by NFL standards, the 
bash Aldon Smith threw last 
year at his mountain home 
in California was a wild one. 
By the time the party 
ended, two people were 
shot and the San Francis¬ 
co 49ers linebacker had 
been stabbed. Prosecutors 
would later bring assault 
weapons charges against 
Smith, who also faces drunk 
driving charges after being 
arrested in September in a 
separate incident. 

No one was shot in the 
locker room of the Miami 
Dolphins, though there 
were threats of murder and 
mayhem that weren’t ac¬ 
tually carried out. The way 
Richie Incognito talked was 
so frightening to teammate 
Jonathan Martin that he 
quit his job and left town on 
the first plane he could find. 
That the NFL can be a vio¬ 
lent place is no secret. The 
league has prospered by 
glorifying it between the 
lines on Sunday, even as 
evidence mounts that play¬ 
ers risk long-term damage 
to their health and their 
brains every time they take 
to the gridiron. 

It’s a tough place to make 
a living because only the 
tough survive to play. Mar¬ 


tin was tough enough to be 
trusted to open holes and 
block 135-kilo (300-pound) 
men intent on doing dam¬ 
age to his quarterback, 
but apparently not tough 
enough to handle the 
abuse that Incognito threw 
his way. 

Listen to Incognito defend 
himself and you have to 
wonder what world he 
lives in. In a society where 
the types of things he says 
are not tolerated, how can 
there be a place where 
they are encouraged? 

“All this stuff coming out, it 
speaks to the culture of our 
locker room, it speaks to 
culture of our closeness, it 
speaks to the culture of our 
brotherhood,” Incognito 
told Fox Sports. 

OK, we get it. 

They live in a different world 
than the rest of us, where 
the rules of normal society 
don’t always apply. They’re 
warriors on a mission for 
greatness, something that 
those who don’t play the 
game simply don't under¬ 
stand. 

It’s utter nonsense, of 
course. The locker room 
mentality of having your 
teammate’s back is all well 
and good, but just how that 
translates into racial slurs 
or texts about killing family 


members is incomprehen¬ 
sible. Certainly, athletes in 
other sports don’t take it to 
those levels. 

If that’s the culture — and in 
Miami it certainly seems to 
have been — then it's time 
to change that culture. Bul¬ 
lying and racism need to 
be tackled with the same 
—albeit belated — enthusi¬ 
asm the NFL is now showing 
for concussion research. 
There’s a difference be¬ 
tween a tight locker room 
and a place where play¬ 
ers act like animals just re¬ 
leased from their cages. 
The rules of normal civiliza¬ 
tion should apply, even in 
an abnormal world where 
young men who have 
been idolized all their lives 
for what they can do with 
a football think they don’t. 
The Dolphins took the field 
on Monday with an offen¬ 
sive line depleted by the 
absence of Martin and 
Incognito, and the results 
were predictable. Tampa 
Bay won its first game of the 
season, and the Dolphins 
running game was nearly 
non-existent with a fran¬ 
chise record-low 2 yards in 
14 carries. 

Equally predictable was 
their owner going on na¬ 
tional television at halftime 
to declare how shocked he 


was about things that went 
on under his watch. 

“The world has changed,” 
Stephen Ross said. “One 
thing that will not change: 
There will not be any racial 
slurs or harassing or bully¬ 
ing in that locker room and 
outside the locker room.” 
That’s the kind of talk 
that should be coming 
from commissioner Roger 
Goodell, who has been 
strangely silent on the 
scandal. Goodell did ap¬ 
point a New York lawyer 
as a special investigator 
to probe locker room mis¬ 
conduct, but so far seems 
content to let that play out 
before taking a stand. 

That might be because the 
league is so hugely popu¬ 
lar that a little locker room 
bullying won’t hurt it at all. 
The same is true for the 
growing controversy over 
the Redskins nickname. 

But for a commissioner who 
has talked about changing 
the culture of the league 
both with concussions and 
Bountygate, this might be 
the best opportunity to 
change one more culture 
that has no place in any 
league. 

Stop the rookie hazings, 
and do away with the 
$15,000 dinner bills. Ban the 
N-word for good, no mat¬ 
ter the color of the skin of 
the player who might use 
it. 

And while you're at it, give 
Incognito a year off with¬ 
out pay. 

There’s not a lot that can 
be done in a brutally vio¬ 
lent league to keep play¬ 
ers from being hurt on the 
field. But they shouldn't be 
afraid among their own 
teammates, and they 
should understand that 
workplace protection ap¬ 
plies to the NFL just like it 
does in any company of¬ 
fice. 

NFL players don’t need 
to prove they’re tough in 
the locker room or at the 
dinner table with team¬ 
mates. They do it week in 
and week out, sacrificing 
their bodies while knowing 
it can all come to an end 
on any play or any Sunday. 
In a league grappling with 
a lot of issues, this doesn’t 
have to be one of them. □ 
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Pacquiao could consider retirement after Rios bout 



In this March 23, 2011 file photo, Filipino boxer Manny Pacquiao, left, trains with coach Freddie 
Roach in Baguio, northern Philippines. Pacquiao is dedicating his comeback fight against Bran¬ 
don Rios to the victims of the devastating typhoon that has left hundreds of thousands displaced 
in his native Philippines. The eight-division champion is in camp in the southern Philippines - only 
about 320 kilometers (200 miles) from where Typhoon Haiyan caused the most destruction - for 
the Nov. 24, 2013 bout in Macau. 

Associated Press 


CHRIS LINES 
Associated Press 
BANGKOK (AP) — Manny 
Pacquiao’s trainer says 
the Filipino boxer will con¬ 
template retirement if he 
fails to perform well against 
Brandon Rios this month. 
Freddie Roach said if the 
Rios fight “does not go well, 
we will seriously talk about 
his retirement," but that 
Pacquiao was training as 
well as ever for fhe Nov. 24 
bout in Macau. 

Pacquiao is coming off 
successive defeats against 
Timothy Bradley in a much- 
criticized judges’ decision, 
and then a knockout at 
the hands of Juan Manuel 
Marquez. 

A third successive defeat 
would put his career at 
the crossroads, and while 
Roach said performance 
levels were more important 
than results, he acknowl¬ 
edged serious thought 
would have to be given to 
the future of “Pac-man” if 
he does not return to his 
best in Macau. 

Pacquiao is juggling his 
boxing career with respon¬ 
sibilities as a Philippines 
congressman and other 
outside interests, and de¬ 
feat could see him turn his 
attentions fully to his com¬ 
mitments outside the ring. 


“If it does not go well, we 
will seriously talk about his 
retirement and possibly go¬ 
ing to politics,” Roach said 
in a teleconference on 
Wednesday. 

“It's really hard to say until 
we see the fight, but I will 
be the first one to tell him 


to retire, and we have an 
agreement that as soon as 
I tell him that, he will retire.” 
However Roach said “I 
don't see him slipping in 
the ring at all.” 

The duo have been prepar¬ 
ing in the southern city of 
General Santos City, which 


was not affected by the 
typhoon that hit the east 
coast of the Philippines last 
Friday. 

Roach said General San¬ 
tos City remained hot and 
sunny as Typhoon Haiyan 
devastated more northern 
parts of the country, kill¬ 


ing thousands and leaving 
more than half a million 
people homeless. 

His status as a national 
hero in the Philippines 
meant Pacquiao consid¬ 
ered leaving the training 
camp to help relief efforts, 
but Roach said it was too 
close to the fight to alter 
preparations. 

“It's way too close to the 
fight, he needs to double 
down,” Roach said, al¬ 
though he granted his fight¬ 
er much of Wednesday off, 
giving him the chance to 
help out remotely. 

The brutal nature of the 
Marquez knockout, when 
Pacquiao fell face first to 
the canvas, raised ques¬ 
tions about whether he 
could maintain the all-ac¬ 
tion, on-rushing style which 
propelled him to the top of 
boxing. 

Roach said he saw no sign 
of any inhibition or caution 
in his style so far during a 
scheduled 110 rounds of 
preparation. 

“I know people are skepti¬ 
cal about that. Manny is a 
realist. 

He accepts it. It does not 
bother him," Roach said. 
“If you don't think you're 
going to be knocked out, 
you’ve got the wrong 
sport.”□ 


Mcllroy bemoans legal 
wrangles in turbulent 2013 



HSRCO 
Champiora j 
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Rory Mcllroy of Northern Ireland acknowledges the crowd after 
finishing the HSBC Champions golf tournament at the Sheshan 
International Golf Club in Shanghai, China, Sunday, Nov. 3,2013. 

The Associated Press 


BERNIE McGUIRE 
Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — Embroiled in 
court cases on both sides 
of the Atlantic, Rory Mc¬ 
llroy has bemoaned the 
off-course distractions that 
have forced him fo replace 


winning golf titles with mak¬ 
ing trips to lawyers’ offices. 
The Northern Irishman re¬ 
mains without a victory in 
2013 as he returns to Dubai 
this week to defend the 
last title he captured, the 
World Tour Championship, 
and has slipped from No. 1 


in the rankings to No. 6. 

In the intervening 12 
months, he has become 
tied up in legal wrangles 
against his former manage¬ 
ment company. Horizon 
Sports Management, and 
the other against his former 
sponsor, Oakley. 

“I've seen more lawyers’ 
offices and more lawyers 
fhis year than I care to see 
in my entire life,” Mcllroy 
said on Tuesday. 

“It's not something I ever 
want to go through again, 
and I’m making sure that I 
won't go through it again. 
“As a golfer, you want your 
mind as clear as possible, 
and it's hard for that to 
happen when you've got 
other things that are go¬ 


ing on that, firstly, you don’t 
want to happen, and sec¬ 
ondly, you don’t feel should 
be happening. 

It has been a distraction 
and I haven’t had to deal 
with it as much as some of 
the guys around me." 
Mcllroy, whose relationship 
with tennis star Caroline 
Wozniacki has also made 
the headlines this year, 
said he was taking some 
advice from Tiger Woods 
about how to handle his 
off-course issues. 
“Sometimes you have to 
say ‘no’ and sometimes 
you have to put yourself first 
and say ‘no,’ and I need to 
do this for myself to main¬ 
tain the level in my game,” 
Mcllroy said. 


“It’s something Tiger actu¬ 
ally said to me last year. He 
said you have to remember 
what got you here in the 
first place, and you know 
Tiger, it's ‘no’ 99 percent of 
the time for him." 

Mcllroy won last year's 
World Tour Championship 
at the Jumeriah Estates 
course when he birdied the 
closing five holes to over¬ 
come Justin Rose and end 
the year with money titles 
in Europe and on the U.S. 
PGA Tour. 

He still has two more tour¬ 
naments left in 2013, the 
Australian Open in Syd¬ 
ney and the Tiger Woods- 
hosted World Challenge at 
Thousand Oaks. □ 
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Beyond Twitter: The next wave of tech IPOs brews 



Twitter signage is draped on the facade of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2013 
in New York. 

Associated Press 


BARBARA ORTUTAY 
MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writers 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 

— Just as one high-tech 
breakthrough often paves 
the way for the next big 
thing, technology IPOs 
move in virtuous cycles, 
too. 

Twitter’s scintillating stock 
market debut punctuat¬ 
ed a procession of highly 
anticipated coming-out 
parties over the past two- 
and-half years, providing a 
springboard for a new gen¬ 
eration of rapidly growing 
startups to make the leap 
to Wall Street. 

The next wave of potential¬ 
ly hot IPOs includes trendy 
services such as AirBnB, 
Square, Spotify, Dropbox, 
Uber, Snapchat, Pinterest, 
Box, Scribd, Flipboard and 
King.com. Most of their ser¬ 
vices are tailor made for 
smartphones and tablets, a 
crucial characteristic that 
helped feed the rabid de¬ 
mand for Twitter's stock in 
its initial public offering last 
week. 

Despite the short-messag¬ 
ing service’s unprofitable 
history, Twitter is now worth 
about $29 billion — a valu¬ 
ation that has enriched its 
founders, employees and 
early investors. 

“Twitter just made it clear 
that the IPO window is open 
and a lot of success can be 
had,” says Ira Rosner, an 
attorney and shareholder 
for Greenberg Traurig, a 
law firm that helps prepare 
companies for IPOs. 

Other startups —and the 
venture capitalists who 
provide them with rounds 
of funding— will be angling 
for similar windfalls by filing 
their own plans to go pub¬ 
lic over the next two years, 
Rosner believes. 

“There is no question that a 
successful offering encour¬ 
ages other offerings,” he 
says. “If gets people excit¬ 
ed and it creates buzz.” 
Even before Twitter's IPO, 
good vibes were rippling 
through the stock market 
as the Dow Jones industrial 
average and Standard & 
Poor's 500 indexes repeat¬ 
edly set new highs. The 
fertile conditions have pro¬ 
duced 199 IPOs in the U.S. 
this year, according to the 
research firm Renaissance 


Capital. At the current 
pace, 2013 is on track to be 
the biggest year for IPOs in 
a decade. 

Senfimenf among venture 
capitalists is also strong — 
the highest since 2007 ac¬ 
cording to a survey by Mark 
Cannice, a University of 
San Francisco professor of 
entrepreneurship who polls 
Silicon Valley financiers ev¬ 
ery three months. 

The companies generat¬ 
ing the most interest from 
venture capitalists include 
Uber, the provider of on- 
demand car services that 
received $258 million so 
far this year and Pinterest, 
which nabbed $425 million. 
Pinterest’s latest round of 
financing, for $225 million, 
valued the popular online 
pinboard service at nearly 
$4 billion. The San Francisco 
company just recently be¬ 
gan trying to generate rev¬ 
enue, which means it could 
be several years before it 
becomes profitable. Snap- 
chat, meanwhile, recently 
turned down a $3 billion 
buyout offer from Face- 
book, according to a Wall 
Street Journal report citing 
anonymous people briefed 
on the matter. The report 
also said China’s Tencent 
Holdings had offered fo 
invest in the company at 
a $4 billion valuation. A 
Snapchat representative 
did not immediately return 
a message for comment 
Wednesday. 


“The market is signaling that 
it is very receptive again to 
these young, high-growth 
social media Internet com¬ 
panies,” says Tim Loughran, 
finance professor at the 
University of Notre Dame in 
Indiana. Twitter's successful 
IPO even proved that it’s 
irrelevant whether compa¬ 
nies are profitable, he says. 
A string of IPOs that began 
with the May 2011 debut 
of professional network 
Linkedln Corp. helped fuel 
investors’ interest in rapidly 
growing Internet compa¬ 
nies. Other online services 
with large audiences fol¬ 
lowed Linkedln info fhe 
public stock market, includ¬ 
ing online review site Yelp 
Inc., Internet radio station 
Pandora Media Inc., daily 
deal maker Groupon Inc., 
online game maker Zynga 
Inc. and social networking 
leader Facebook Inc. 
Groupon and Zynga have 
been duds so far, largely 
because fhey didn’t adjust 
quickly enough to shifting 
conditions in their respec¬ 
tive markets, but all the 
others are trading above 
their IPO prices. Linkedln 
and Yelp have more than 
quadrupled from their IPO 
prices, making the stocks 
star performers among the 
group. 

Facebook’s May 2012 IPO 
spooked many investors 
because of trading glitch¬ 
es and questions about 
the company’s ability to 


grow mobile revenue. But 
the company has since 
soothed critics by proving 
it can make money from 
mobile advertisemenfs. The 
stock is now trading well 
above its $38 IPO price af¬ 
ter losing more than half 
of ifs value in the first four 
months of trading. 

The next batch of start¬ 
ups expected to test their 
fate on the public market 
doesn’t include names as 
well known as Twitter or 
Facebook, so splashy IPOs 
of either’s caliber are un¬ 
likely. Twitter's $1.82 billion 
market debut made it the 
second largest Internet IPO 
in the world, relegating 
Google Inc.'s stock mar¬ 
ket debut in 2004 to third 
place. 

Twitter could prove even 
more influential than its 
IPO predecessors because 
of the route to market it 
chose —and its shaky fi¬ 
nancial condition. The San 
Francisco company took 
advantage of a federal 
law passed last year that 
allows companies with less 
than $1 billion in revenue in 
its last fiscal year to keep its 
IPO documents under seal 
until the final few weeks be¬ 
fore a price is set on a stock 
offering. This alternative 
— known as the Jumpstart 
Our Business Startups, or 
JOBS, Act — allowed Twit¬ 
ter to secretly fine-tune its 
filing to satisfy regulators. 
Although Twitter filed its 


IPO paperwork in July, the 
information wasn’t un¬ 
sealed until Oct. 3 — just 
five weeks before its stock 
market debut. In contrast, 
Facebook's IPO filing was 
accessible — and picked 
over — for more than four 
months before the com¬ 
pany’s stock market debut. 
The confidentiality provid¬ 
ed by the JOBS act means 
some promising startups 
may have already started 
the process to go public, 
but haven't yet revealed 
their plans. 

By keeping its finances 
under wraps, Twitter mini¬ 
mized the amount of time 
people had to dissect the 
mounting losses the com¬ 
pany is absorbing as it ex¬ 
pands its service to accom¬ 
modate 232 million global 
users. Investors’ willingness 
to embrace a company 
that has lost nearly $500 mil¬ 
lion since its 2006 inception 
is likely to embolden other 
unprofitable startups. 

As privately held compa¬ 
nies, startups rarely reveal 
anything about their fi¬ 
nances until their IPO filings. 
But some, such as Snapchat 
and Pinterest, are gener¬ 
ating little or no revenue 
as they subsist on venture 
capital. Many of fhe com¬ 
panies that are producing 
revenue rely on advertising, 
a dependence that worries 
Larry Chiagouris, marketing 
professor Pace University’s 
Lubin School of Business in 
New York. 

“If you fast-forward beyond 
the next 24 months, people 
will realize that these com¬ 
panies just aren’t going to 
make a lot of money,” he 
says. “Advertisers are not 
putting a large portion of 
fheir budgets into these 
companies.” 

Chiagouris thinks the stam¬ 
pede to invest in Twitter 
and other money-losing 
startups is heading in the 
same direction as the dot¬ 
com bubble of the late 
1990s when a horde of 
unprofitable Internet com¬ 
panies were ushered on to 
Wall Street. 

“People are chasing the 
dream of profits as op¬ 
posed to any evidence of 
profits,” Chiagouris says. 
“And it’s a hope, it’s a wish, 
it's a dream, but that’s all it 
is right now."Q 
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US stock markets get retail therapy, hit new highs 



Trader Daniel Trimble, left, and Joseph Lucchese, right, work on the floor of the New York Stock 
Exchange Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2013. Stocks are getting off to a weak start on Wall Street, follow¬ 
ing overseas markets lower. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


STEVE ROTHWELL 

AP Markets Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — US. 

stock indexes climbed 
back into record territory 
Wednesday after depart¬ 
ment store chains gave an 
optimistic forecast for holi¬ 
day sales. Macy's surged 
9 percent, leading strong 
gains among retailers in¬ 
cluding J.C. Penney, Nord¬ 
strom and Target. 

The forecast from Macy’s 
shows that the U.S. may be 
heading into the holidays 
with a surprising retail wind 
at its back. And it’s the lat¬ 
est news that suggests the 
economy, while far from 
robust, is showing stronger- 
than-expected strength 
to close out the year. That 
could continue pushing 
up a stock market that is 
already soaring without 
the benefit of a booming 
economy. 

“When the consumer starts 
spending, it's pretty much 
a rising tide," said Ron Flo- 
rance, deputy chief invest¬ 
ment officer for Wells Fargo 
Private Bank. “That gives a 
big lift across the board.” 
The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index rose 14.31 points, or 
0.8 percent, to 1,782, its 
34th record close this year. 
The index is up 25 percent 


this year. If it ends 2013 with 
that gain, it would be the 
best performance in a de¬ 
cade. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average gained 70.96 
points, or 0.5 percent, to 
15,821.63, also a record. 
The Nasdaq composite 
rose 45.66 points, or 1.2 
percent, to 3,965.58, well 
below its record close of 
5,048.52 reached in March 
2000. 

Macy's jumped $4.35 to 
$50.68. Its earnings climbed 
22 percent for the quarter 
ended. Nov. 2. The depart¬ 
ment store chain, which 
rose the most in the S&P 500 
index, was the first major re¬ 
tailer to report earnings for 
the quarter. 

The shopping season is a 
critical time for retailers 
because it can account 
for much of their yearly 
revenue. The season also 
indicates where consumer 
spending, a key driver of 
the economy, is headed. 
U.S. stocks started the day 
lower as investors consid¬ 
ered when the Federal Re¬ 
serve might start reducing 
its economic stimulus. 

The Fed is buying $85 billion 
of bonds a month to keep 
interest rates low and sup¬ 
port the economy. That 


has helped drive a rally in 
stocks this year. Surprisingly 
strong reports on econom¬ 
ic growth and hiring last 
week have led investors 
to speculate that the Fed 
may pare back its stimulus 
sooner than expected. 
“We're in a pause as every¬ 
one waits for more data," 
said Kate Warne, a strate¬ 
gist at investment adviser 
Edward Jones. 

Investors will closely follow 


Thursday’s confirmation 
hearing for Janet Yellen, 
who has been nominated 
to succeed Fed Chairman 
Ben Bernanke, for clues 
abouf when the Fed may 
begin to pull back its eco¬ 
nomic stimulus. 

Chegg, an online textbook 
rental company, flopped 
on its first day of trading, 
slumping $2.82, or 22.6 per¬ 
cent, to $9.68. Another mar¬ 
ket debut did much better: 


Extended Stay America, 
a hotel operator, jumped 
$3.87, or 19 percent, to 
$23.87. 

Investors may have been 
concerned about Chegg's 
lack of profifs. Although its 
annual revenue has consis¬ 
tently grown — to $213 mil¬ 
lion in 2012 — Chegg said 
in its initial public offering 
filing that it couldn't assure 
investors it will be profitable 
anytime soon. □ 


China’s vow on market gets tepid reception in Asia 


BETTINA WASSENER 
© 2013 New York Times 
HONG KONG - The Asian 
business community’s ini¬ 
tial reaction Wednesday 
to the highly anticipated 
pronouncement of China’s 
Communist Party leaders: 
“long on goals and short on 
details”; “broad-brushed”; 
and falling “way short.” 
President Xi Jinping of 
China emerged lafe Tues¬ 
day affer the closed-door 
meeting with a mandate to 
give the market a “decisive 
role” in the world’s second- 
largest economy. 

The seemingly investor- 
friendly talk failed fo im¬ 
press, and the Shanghai 
composite index was down 
0.8 percent at midday and 
the Hang Seng index was 
down 1.3 percent. 

The initial communique 


from fhe leadership confer¬ 
ence was never expected 
to lay out in specific detail 
the complicated puzzle of 
changes that are needed 
to put the Chinese econ¬ 
omy on the path to more 
balanced and sustain¬ 
able growth, and analysts 
have now begun playing 
a guessing game of what 
comes next. 

“The meeting largely deliv¬ 
ered on our realistic expec¬ 
tations for economic reform 
- a sensible but broad road¬ 
map with some (rough) 
idea of time frame," Yao 
Wei, 

an economist at Societe 
Generale in Hong Kong, 
wrote in a note. “However, 
the real test for the new 
leadership starts now.” 

The task facing China's poli¬ 
cymakers is complex. Econ¬ 


omists say leaders need to 
wean the economy off the 
credit and government-led 
investments that have fu¬ 
eled growth for years. 

In addition, they say China 
should reduce its reliance 
on exports and manufac¬ 
turing, 

get its people to spend 
more at home, and com¬ 
bat the corruption and en¬ 
vironmental degradation 
that have accompanied 
the strong growth of the 
past few decades. At the 
same time, many of fhese 
changes are likely fo face 
opposition from players in 
state-owned companies 
and local governments 
who have benefited from 
the system and would want 
to preserve the status quo. 
For many investors, one 
of fhe mosf optimistic ele¬ 


ments of the communique 
was a change in rhetoric. 
Previously, 

the party had spoken in 
terms of fhe market taking 
a “basic" role. 

The shift to “decisive” role 
was significant because 
it “seems to suggest that 
a consensus has been 
reached about deepen¬ 
ing market-driven reforms 
while avoiding embracing 
fundamental capitalistic 
changes," said Kevin Lai, 
an economist in the Hong 
Kong office of Daiwa Secu¬ 
rities. 

Another potentially signifi¬ 
cant development could 
be the planned establish¬ 
ment of a new party lead¬ 
ership group on economic 
policy to oversee the intro¬ 
duction of market-oriented 
changes. 


Although details as to who 
will head the group have 
not yet been announced, 
the move was positive, the 
economists at Standard 
Chartered wrote in a note, 
as it could provide China 
with a necessary high-level 
body to drive economic 
changes. Currently, any 
overhauls require a highly 
bureaucratic sign-off pro¬ 
cess involving multiple min¬ 
istries and other agencies. 
For more concrete evi¬ 
dence of how the leader¬ 
ship will progress, 
analysts and investors will 
have to wait for more de¬ 
tailed action plans and an¬ 
nouncements that are like¬ 
ly to come in the next few 
weeks and months as the 
fuller set of decisions made 
at the four-day meeting is 
published .□ 
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GM stock rises as government sells off more shares 


Hector Sants 
officially resigns 
from Barclays 

JULIA WERDIGIER 
© 2013 New York Times 
LONDON - Barclays said 
Wednesday that Hector 
W. Sants would not return 
to his post as compliance 
chief after taking a leave 
of absence last month be¬ 
cause of exhaustion and 
stress. Sants, a former head 
of Britain’s financial regu¬ 
lator, resigned after con¬ 
cluding that he would not 
be able to return to work 
in the near term, Barclays 
said in a statement. 
Barclays also said that 
its chief operations and 
technology officer, Shay- 
gan Kheradpir, was leav¬ 
ing. Kheradpir will become 
chief executive of Juniper 
Networks, based in Sunny¬ 
vale, Calif., succeeding 
Kevin Johnson, who is refir¬ 
ing, Juniper said in a state¬ 
ment. 

At Barclays, Darryl West, 
the chief information of¬ 
ficer, will fake over from 
Kheradpir on an interim 
basis. Allen Meyer, head of 
compliance of the corpo¬ 
rate and investment bank¬ 
ing unit, will temporarily 
take on the responsibilities 
of Sants. The departures 
are a setback for the chief 
executive, Antony P. Jen¬ 
kins, who set out to change 
the bank’s culture and im¬ 
prove compliance after 
Barclays faced a string of 
legal issues, including a 
$450 million fine last year 
for its role in the manipula¬ 
tion of the benchmark Lon¬ 
don interbank offered rafe, 
or Libor. 

During his 10 months at 
Barclays, Sants started to 
review the bank's risk-tak¬ 
ing activities. Jenkins said 
in a statement Wednesday 
that Sants “made signifi¬ 
cant progress towards cre¬ 
ating a world class compli¬ 
ance function at Barclays 
and in improving our re¬ 
lationships with regulators 
and governments.” 

Sants is not the only se¬ 
nior financial executive in 
London to take a leave 
in recent years because 
of stress. But his resigna¬ 
tion stands in contrast to 
the actions of Antonio 
Horta-Osorio, chief execu¬ 
tive of the Lloyds Banking 
Group.□ 


TOM KRISHER 

AP Auto Writer 
DETROIT (AP) — Shares of 
General Motors rose to 
their highest level in almost 
three years Wednesday 
after analysts applauded 
news that the company 
could be free of U.S. gov¬ 
ernment ownership by the 
end of the year. 

The Treasury Department, 


in a monthly report to Con¬ 
gress, said Tuesday that 
it sold $1.2 billion worth 
of GM stock in October. 
The report didn't say how 
many shares were sold, 
but it’s likely that the gov¬ 


BILLINGS, Montana (AP) 

— Stillwater Mining Co. re¬ 
ported a net loss of $201.5 
million for the latest quarter 
after slashing the value of 
its copper reserve in Argen¬ 
tina, but company execu¬ 
tives said Wednesday its 
underlying financial results 
are good. 

The Billings-based com¬ 
pany announced Tuesday 
that it had reduced the val¬ 
ue of the Altar copper and 
gold project by $290 million 
to $102 million. The compa¬ 
ny in part cited economic 
and regulatory uncertainty 
in Argentina as a drag on 
its investment in the coun¬ 
try. 


ernment’s stake in of the 
company is now less than 
4 percent. 

“We believe the exit will 
be complete by year-end, 
which, in our view, is a posi¬ 
tive catalyst for the stock,” 
Sterne Agee analyst Mi¬ 
chael Ward wrote in a 
note to investors Wednes¬ 
day morning. 

Shares rose more than 4 


percent to $38.50 early in 
the afternoon, the high¬ 
est level since the stock 
reached $39.48 on Jan. 
3, 2011, shortly after GM's 
post-bankruptcy return to 
the stock market with an 


“The business climate in Ar¬ 
gentina has clouded the 
outlook,” Stillwater interim 
CEO Terrell Ackerman said 
in a conference call with 
investors Wednesday. 

The precious metals min¬ 
ing company acquired 
the Altar reserve in 2011 as 
the centerpiece of a $487 
million cash and stock pur¬ 
chase of Peregrine Metals 
Ltd. 

Stillwater will continue to 
have a presence in Argen¬ 
tina, but it will take some 
time to determine its long¬ 
term direction with the proj¬ 
ect, which should be com¬ 
ing out early in 2014, Acker¬ 
man said. 


initial public offering. Later 
in the afternoon, the stock 
pulled back slightly $38.03, 
still up 3.7 percent for 
the day. Trading volume 
topped 33 million shares by 
midafternoon, about dou¬ 
ble the normal daily sales. 
That could clear a path 
tor GM to start paying divi¬ 
dends or buy back more 
of its stock, Buckingham 


Research analyst Joseph 
Amaturo wrote to clients. 
Both Amaturo and Ward 
have $50 price targets 
and “Buy” ratings on GM 
stock. The targets are 31 
percent higher than the 


Company executives not¬ 
ed the fundamentals for 
palladium are “robusf," 
with prices high due to in¬ 
creased automobile man¬ 
ufacturing in the U.S. and 
labor unrest in South Africa, 
where the metal also is 
mined. 

“Financially, this year’s third 
quarter results are excellent 
without the writedown,” 
said Gregory Wing, Stillwa¬ 
ter vice president and chief 
financial officer. 

Revenues for fhe quarter 
rose more than 54 percent 
compared with last year, to 
$280 million. The increase 
mainly was due to the high¬ 
er palladium prices and 


Wednesday trading price. 
The stock has risen more 
than 60 percent in the past 
year on strong earnings, 
new product introductions 
and the prospect of the 
government’s exit from the 
business. 

Amaturo wrote that GM 
has the balance sheet to 
buy back the remaining 
government shares to end 
government-imposed limits 
on executive pay. He also 
said that in early 2014, GM 
could start paying a divi¬ 
dend of 80 cents per year, 
about a 2.2 percent annu¬ 
al yield at the current stock 
price.The government got 
912 million shares, or a 61 
percent stake in GM, in 
exchange for a $49.5 bil¬ 
lion bailout that saved the 
company from financial 
ruin during the financial cri¬ 
sis in 2008 and 2009. Trea¬ 
sury gradually has sold off 
its stake, and a watchdog 
says the government ex¬ 
pects to lose at least $9.7 
billion on the bailout. 

The Treasury report said the 
government has recov¬ 
ered roughly $37.2 billion 
of fhe $49.5 billion it spent 
to save GM five years ago. 
That means taxpayers are 
still $12.3 billion in the hole. 
The report didn't say how 
many shares were sold 
in October or how much 
stock the government 
still owns. As of Sept. 26, it 
owned 101 million shares 
or about 7 percent of the 
company. □ 


new suppliers that caused 
the company's platinum 
group metals recycling 
business to increase 74 per¬ 
cent from this time last year. 
Employment in Stillwater's 
Montana mining opera¬ 
tions has grown nearly 7 
percent from last year, 
from 1,629 employees to 
1,736, officials said. 

Former Stillwater chairman 
and CEO Frank McCallis- 
ter was ousted earlier this 
year in part due to inves¬ 
tor discontent with his pur¬ 
suit of Altar. Thaf effort was 
joined by former Montana 
Gov. Brian Schweitzer, who 
replaced McCallister as 
chairman. □ 



Photo shows the grill of a 2013 GMC Terrain AWD SLT-1 in Pittsburgh. Shares of General Motors rose 
to their highest level in almost three years Wednesday after analysts applauded news that the 
company could be free of U.S. government ownership by the end of the year. 

(AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar) 


Stillwater Mining chalks up $201 million loss 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★ 11 /14 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 


6 

1 

3 

9 

4 

5 

7 

2 

8 

9 

4 

7 

2 

6 

8 

1 

5 

3 

5 

2 

8 

3 

1 

7 

4 

6 

9 

1 

3 

5 

8 

2 

4 

9 

7 

6 

7 

8 

2 

6 

9 

1 

5 

3 

4 

4 

9 

6 

7 

5 

3 

8 

1 

2 

2 

7 

4 

5 

8 

6 

3 

9 

1 

8 

5 

9 

1 

3 

2 

6 

4 

7 

3 

6 

1 

4 

7 

9 

2 

8 

5 


1 

2 

3 

n 



6 

7 

8 

9 


0 

11 

12 

13 

14 




5 





e 




17 




L 





9 




20 




21 



u 

22 


■' 






24 



■ 

r 






26 

27 

28 



■ 



■ 36 

30 


31 

32 

33 

34 




■ 

|35 








37 




p8 



L 

39 



■ 

40 



41 



42 


■46 





44 




45 







■ 

r 






48 


49 



■ 

po 




51 

52 

53 





■ 

r 



L 

55 

56 

57 

58 





59 


60 








62 




63 





64 




65 



J 

66 




J 

L 





Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 11/14/13 


Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved 


T 

E 

a| 

G 


R 

A 

C 

K 

S 


B 

E 

R 

G 

E 

A 


s\ 


A 

L 

L 

A 

Y 


E 

V 

E 

R 

D 

R 

0 

Pi 


R 

E 

A 

L 

M 


C 

E 

D 

E 

■ 

k 

p 


D 

E 

R 

W 

E 

6 


u 

N 

D 

Y 




C 

0 

L 

j\ 



W 

"u 


B 

R 

A 

1 

N 

Y 


r 

A 

r 

L 

A 

W 

r 

R 

1 

J 

A 

D 

E 

S 


F 

A 

V 

1 

D 


c 

U 

T 

O 

D 

0 

m 


F 

0 

M 

l 

C 


[m 

u 

L 

E 

R 

1 

P 


F 

A 

L 

E 

dI 


r 

0 

T 

E 

M 

N 

O 

j] 

\\ 

0 

N 

T 

0^ 


F 

E 

c 

E 

S 

S 


k 

E 

k 


W 

0 

R 



A 

J 

A 

m 


F 

1 

s 

H 

0 

N 

1 

S 

T 


S 

A 

R 

A 


1 

N 

L 

E 

T 

■ 

R 

O 

Y 

s 

K 

N 

E 

E 


A 

F 

1 

R 

El 



A 

N 

K 

S 

E 

A 

L 


N 

O 

T 

E 

d| 


_ 

£ 

E 

Y 


(c) 2013 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 


ACROSS 

1 Make indistinct 

5 Actor McQueen 

10 As _ as a boil 

14 Come in last 

15 Ladies 

16 Very eager 

17 Eras 

18 Beginning 

19 Boring event 

20 Socks & nylons 

22 Kindle users 

24 Papa 

25 Song stanza 

26 Happen 

29 “Where _ I go 
wrong?" 

30 Peru’s Indians 

34 Additional 
amount 

35 Distress signal 

36 Reno attraction 

37 Stein contents 

38 Craftsman 

40 African 
antelope 

41 Stockpiles 

43 Evil 

44 Conceited 

45 Carrying a gun 

46 Aviate 

47 Turned off; 
feeling blase 

48 Misrepresent 

50 “Now I _ me 
down to 
sleep...” 

51 Make wider 

54 Fortress; 

stronghold 

58 Public uprising 

59 Moses’ brother 

61 Spanish artist 

62 Shaping tool 

63 Accidental 
stroke of luck 

64 Get take 
revenge 

65 Casual shirts, 
for short 

66 Middle East 
nation 

67 Actor _ Foxx 

DOWN 

1 Uninteresting 

2 Company 
symbol 


3 _ up; spends 

4 Leftover silt 

5 Knight’s 
weapon 

6 Actor Danza 

7 13th letters 

8 Swerved 

9 Go into 

10 Depresses 

11 Monster 

12 Lion’s cry 

13 Omelet maker’s 
needs 

21 Cochlea’s spot 
23 Of the Far East 

25 Able to be seen 

26 Largest city in 
Nebraska 

27 Purple or pink 

28 Dairy product 

29 Speck 

31 Groucho’s prop 

32 little Orphan 

33 Noise 

35 Soon-to-be 
grads: abbr. 

36 Scoundrel 

38 _ up; totaled 

39 Utter 


42 Partial refunds 
to the buyer 

44 Traveler 

46 Grand big 
conclusion 

47 Flying mammal 

49 Full of foliage 

50 Fine fabric for a 
tablecloth 


51 Unruly child 

52 Carousel, e.g. 

53 Seep out 

54 Soft drink 

55 Bird of peace 

56 Observed 

57 Terra firma 
60 Bacardi 

product 
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7 00 Sundays': 

You’ve heard the joke 
before, but that’s the point 


JASON ZINOMAN 
© 2013 New York Times 
NEW YORK - Songs can get 
stuck in your head, but 
what about jokes? 

Many would argue that 
comedy depends so much 
on surprise that repetition 
can hurt it. But then how 
would you explain the 
crowds at the Imperial 
Theater that are roaring 
with laughter at Billy 
Crystal’s old-school charm 


who cares? It’s funny when 
delivered with the polish 
of a borscht belt veteran, 
and if you didn’t like that 
line, don't worry: Another's 
coming fast. 

With Crystal, jokes move 
quickly; everything else is 
slow. The show rambles for 
2 1/2 easy-to-trim hours. 
Crystal, who is 65 but 
looks about a decade 
younger, has never been 
a comedian who reflects 


make two topical jokes 
(one about Obamacare, 
another about Sen. Rand 
Paul), he is surely the only 
comedian in New York still 
using Mamie Eisenhower 
as a punch line. Instead 
of focusing on backsfage 
stories. Crystal uses his 
facility at performing broad 
yet specific characters to 
evoke domestic scenes, 
including an animated 
family fighf done in mime. 



Billy Crystal in a revival of his one-man show “700 Sundays” at the Imperial Theater in New York. 
The monologue about growing up on Long Island, at heart an adoring portrait of the father Crystal 
lost at age 15, was a hit on Broadway in 2004. 

(Sara Krulwich/The New York Times) 


in “700 Sundays”? 

Sure, they might have 
missed the hit monologue 
the last time it was on 
Broadway, in 2004. Maybe 
they never bought the 
book version or saw the 
national tour in 2009. It’s 
also possible that they 
didn’t hear Crystal do some 
of the same impressions 
or tell identical stories on 
his 1985 comedy album 
“Mahvelous.” 

But my suspicion is that 
familiarity here is not a bug, 
but a feature. The core 
pleasures of this warmly 
affectionate portrait of a 
New York childhood involve 
nostalgia and sentiment, 
the sex and violence of 
today’s Broadway. 

“Yiddish is a combination 
of German and phlegm” 
is nof the freshest joke, but 


his era. On “Saturday Night 
Live” he was wonderful 
playing older men or 
show business figures from 
yesteryear. His greatest 
movie, “When Harry Met 
Sally” (Meg Ryan has never 
had a better comedic 
foil, not even Tom Hanks), 
revealed how time can 
make our younger selves 
look silly. And Crystal's 
stature as a master emcee, 
most famously for the 
Academy Awards, is built 
on amiable charm and a 
little song and dance that 
seems like it’s from a show- 
business yesferyear. 

“700 Sundays” is ifself a 
love letter to the past. 
The set approximates his 
childhood home in Long 
Beach, N.Y., and features 
home movies projected 
onstage. While he does 


At the show’s heart, which 
is worn on its sleeve among 
other places, is an adoring 
portrait of his father, who 
died when Billy was 15. 
(The title is a reference to 
the number of Sundays 
he spent with him.) Jack 
Crystal helped run a record 
store in Times Square and 
produced records by jazz 
greats like Billie Holiday. His 
father here comes off as 
funny, loving, supportive. 
Crystal tells a story of his 
standing up to a mobster 
and later describes him 
as generous with the 
musicians he worked with. 
All the reverent stories 
don’t add up to a flesh- 
and-blood character. Jack 
Crystal remains remote, 
larger than life, which may 
be where Crystal wants to 
keep him.Q 



Renaissance Ocean View 

wk 1 -137 $10,500 

wk 16 two weeks to Rent 

$1000 a week 

Call 1-781-760-1048 (cell) 

1-781-324-8130 

Joe or Mary Summers 


114364 


FOR SALE 

Caribbean Palm Village 
(deeded) 

E 107 first floor pool side 
(renovated) 
week 1 thru 5 
1 bedroom 2 bath $10,000 
p/week 

email: np7300@roadrunner.com 
phone: USA 440-428-4631 

200451 


FOR RENT 

2 weeks vacation December 
U$4600 by week 1 bedroom 
apartment at the Divi Dutch 
Village, Sleeps anf fully 
equipped with kitchen bedroom 
and pull out couch. 

1 st week check in 18-19-20 Dec 
2013 and check out 25-26-27 
Dec 2013 

2nd week check in 25-2627 
Dec. 2013 and check out 1-2-3 
jan 2014 

For information Call Carlos 
562-4860 

Jorqemendezmre@hotmail.com 

Doritam5@hotmail.com 
Call in USA 9-542-844-711 

200284 

FOR SALE 

Renaissance Time Share 

weeks starting at $4,000 0B0 
contact Brian @593-0200 or 
vr.realty@setarnet.aw 

200262 


FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 

Nov. 16-23 2 Br $850 
Nov. 23-30 2Br $850 
Pis call 7404988 
rental@arubadirectdeals.com 

200455 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

Week 40 IBr $4000 
Week 41 1 Br$4000 
Week42 IBr$3500 
Pis call 740-4988 
sales@arubadirectdeals.com 

_ 200456 



Violence Against Women 


DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 

a i Oranjestad 

v H0r. Thuis 


EMERGENCIA 

911 



POLIS 

POLIS 

ORANJESTAD 
NOORD 
STA. CRUZ 
SAVANETA 
SAN NICOLAS 
FIRE DEPT 
FIRE DEPT 
POLIS TIPLINE 
HOSPITAL 
AMBULANCE 
SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 



100 

581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 
115 

582-1108 

11141 

527-4000 

582-1234 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 

O'STADidel Pueblo Tel: 582-1253 
S. NICOLAS: San Lucas Tel: 584-5119 

SERVICES 

INFORMATION 118 
SETAR 582-2116 

TAXI 582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 587-5900 

PROF TAXI 588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 583-3232 

CRUISESHIP 


Carnival Breeze 


Aruba Aiport 524-2424 

American Airline 582-2700 

Avianca 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 588-1900 

Insel Air 588-9314 

Jet Blue 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 582-7117 

Tiara Air 588-4272 

Venezolana 583-7674 

FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 

Arubano 

Teh 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345/586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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UN: Besides Haiyan, 2013 
storm season near average 



An aerial view shows signs for help and food amid the destruction left from Typhoon Haiyan in the 
coastal town of Tanawan, central Philippines, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2013. Typhoon Haiyan, one 
of the strongest storms on record, slammed into six central Philippine islands on Friday leaving a 
wide swath of destruction and thousands of people dead. 

Associated Press 


KARL RITTER 
Associated Press 
STOCKHOLM (AP) — Apart 
from Typhoon Haiyan, 
which has devastated the 
Philippines, it’s been an 
average year for tropical 
cyclones, the U.N. weather 
agency said Wednesday 
in its annual climate report. 
The World Meteorologi¬ 
cal Organization counted 
86 tropical storms so far 
this year, just three short of 
the annual average since 
1981. They were unevenly 
spread across the globe. 
The Atlantic saw its quiet¬ 
est season since 1994 in 
terms of the intensity and 
duration of tropical storms, 
according to the WMO re¬ 
port, which was released 
as U.N. climate talks were 
ongoing in Warsaw. Of 
the 12 named storms only 
two — Humberto and In¬ 
grid — reached hurricane 
strength. Both were Cate¬ 
gory 1 hurricanes, the low¬ 
est level. 

The Western North Pacific, 
however, had recorded 30 
storms by early November, 
above the annual aver¬ 


age of 26, the WMO said. 
Thirteen of them were ty¬ 
phoons, including Haiyan, 
which struck the Philippines 
last week. 

Storms that reach 74 mph 


(119 kph) are called hur¬ 
ricanes in the Atlantic and 
typhoons in the northwest 
Pacific. 

Typhoon Haiyan is one of 
the most powerful storms to 


make landfall anywhere, 
and it is feared to have 
killed thousands of people 
and affected more than 9 
million. 

“Although individual tropi¬ 


cal cyclones cannot be 
directly attributed to cli¬ 
mate change, higher sea 
levels are already making 
coastal populations more 
vulnerable to storm surg¬ 
es. We saw this with tragic 
consequences in the Phil¬ 
ippines,” WMO Secretary- 
General Michel Jarraud 
said in a statement. 

The global sea level 
reached a record high in 
March this year, according 
to the report. Since satellite 
measurements began in 
1993, seas have been ris¬ 
ing annually by about 3.2 
millimeters or just over one- 
tenth of an inch. Scientists 
believe it’s a result of glob¬ 
al warming. 

The report also said 2013 is 
on track to become one of 
the top 10 hottest years on 
record. The first nine months 
of the year were about 
0.86 F (0.48 C) warmer than 
average, meaning 2013 so 
far is tied with 2003 as the 
seventh hottest year since 
the start of measurements 
in 1850, the WMO said. 

The hottest year on record 
is 20100 


Scientists: Oldest big cat 
fossil found in Tibet 


ALICIA CHANG 
AP Science Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Sci¬ 
entists have unearthed the 
oldest big cat fossil yet, 
suggesting the predator — 
similar to a snow leopard — 
evolved in Asia and spread 
out.The nearly complete 
skull dug up in Tibet was 
estimated at 4.4 million 
years old — older than 
the big cat remains recov¬ 
ered from Tanzania dating 
to about 3.7 million years 
ago, the team reported. 
While the new specimen 
is not a direct ancestor to 
big cats like tigers, lions, 
jaguars, it is closely related 
to the snow leopard, said 
study leader Jack Tseng of 
the American Museum of 
Natural History in New York. 


The find was detailed in 
Wednesday's Proceedings 
of fhe Royal Society B: Bio¬ 
logical Sciences. 

In 2010, Tseng and col¬ 
leagues drove to the Hima¬ 
layas to go fossil hunting. 
The team split up to cover 
more ground. While hiking 
on a mountaintop, Tseng’s 
wife, Juan Liu, a graduate 
student, found a trove of 
scattered bones and radi¬ 
oed others to help collect 
them. As they started dig¬ 
ging, they found a buried 
cat skull about the size of a 
large grapefruit. 

By analyzing the surround¬ 


ing rocks and soil, the re¬ 
searchers determined the 
skull's age. 

The fossil is “convincingly 
older than the current re¬ 
cord holder,” said David 
Polly, a paleontologist at 
Indiana University who had 
no role in the study. 

Polly said in an email that 
there’s also good evidence 
that the big cat lived in the 
Tibetan plateau and there 
could be even older big 
cat fossils there to uncover. 
The newest fossil had a 
broad forehead similar to 
snow leopards and its front 
teeth were heavily worn. □ 


This artist rendering by Mauricio Anton of the Proceedings of the 
Royal Society B shows a reconstruction of an extinct big cat, 
Panthera blytheae, based on skull CT scan data. 

Associated Press 



















Cheadle to play 
Miles Davis in 
long planned biopic 



In a Saturday, Sept. 14, 2013 file photo, Don Cheadle ar¬ 
rives at the VIP Pre-Fight Party for the One: Mayweather vs. 
Canelo Fight at the MGM Grand Garden Arena in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Don Cheadle will play Miles Davis in a 
biopic the actor has long planned on the innovative jazz 
pioneer. 

BiFrost Pictures told The Associated Press on Wednesday 
that it will finance and produce “Kill the Trumpet Player,” 
with Cheadle also making his directorial debut. Cheadle 
has been trying to make the film for years. Production is 
finally set to begin in June. 

The production company said the movie will focus on 
when Davis temporarily retired from making music and 
then re-emerged in 1979. The script is written by Cheadle 
and Steven Baigelman. 

Ewan McGregor will co-star as a Rolling Stone reporter, 
and Zoe Saldana will play Frances Davis, the trumpet 
player’s former wife. Davis collaborator Herbie Hancock 
will be involved in the production. 

Davis died in 1991 at age 65.Q 


Kim Kardashian 
cited for speeding 
on L.A. freeway 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Kim 
Kardashian was cited for 
speeding Tuesday after a 
California Highway Patrol 
officer spotted the real¬ 
ity star apparently being 
chased by paparazzi on a 
Los Angeles freeway. 

CHP Officer Ming Hsu said 
Kardashian was pulled 
over at about 1 p.m. on the 
101 Freeway near the Van 
Nuys Boulevard exit. Three 
other cars apparently driv¬ 
en by paparazzi were also 
stopped, although two of 
them left the scene before 
an officer was able to talk 
to the photographers, ac¬ 
cording to a news release. 



In this Oct. 24, 2013 file photo, 
Kim Kardashian arrives at the 
inaugural Dream for Future Af¬ 
rica Foundation Gala at Spa- 
go in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Associated Press 

The third photographer, Ju- 
liano A. Goncalves, pulled 
around Kardashian’s ve¬ 
hicle and started taking 
pictures. □ 
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‘Challenger Disaster’ TV 
film stars William Hurt 



This image released by Science Channel shows William Hurt in a scene from the film “The Chal¬ 
lenger Disaster.” Hurt portrays Dr. Richard Feynman, the world-renown physicist and Nobel laure¬ 
ate whose sharp mind and dogged spirit led him to the design flaw that caused the space shuttle 
Challenger to explode in 1986. 

Associated Press 


FRAZIER MOORE 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 

watching world was hor¬ 
rified when, on Jan. 28, 
1986, the space shuttle 
Challenger exploded over 
Cape Canaveral, Fla., just 
seconds after liftoff. Seven 
crew members, including 
beloved Teacher-In-Space 
Christa McAuliffe, lost their 
lives and the manned 
space program was dealt 
a nearly mortal blow. 

Five months later, the rea¬ 
son — two of the shuttle's 
O-rings had failed during 
launch — was made pub¬ 
lic, a major finding of the 
presidential commission 
formed to solve the mys¬ 
tery. 

A vocal member of that 
commission was Rich¬ 
ard Feynman, a world-re¬ 
nowned physicist and No¬ 
bel laureate whose sharp 
mind and dogged spirit led 
him to the design flaw, in 
the process exposing neg¬ 
ligence and cover-ups by 
both NASA and the con¬ 
tractor supplying it the O- 
rings. 

A new film, “The Challenger 
Disaster,” stars William Hurt 
as Feynman (with co-stars 
including Brian Dennehy 
and Bruce Greenwood). 


Airing Saturday at 9 p.m. 
EST on Science Channel, 
it depicts his unswervable 
search for the truth, even in 
the face of resistance from 
his colleagues. 

“In a way, Feynman inter¬ 
ested me more than the 
project did,” says Hurt. “This 
is mostly an event story, but 
I thought we could allow 
character to exist within 
the narrative and lead to a 
greater conclusion: Human 
courage is really what it’s 
all about, and listening to 
your own instinctive, loving 
skeptic. That's what Feyn¬ 
man did." 

It’s a nippy fall day and 
Hurt is discussing the film, 
and many other things, 
with a reporter as he walks 
his dog, Lucy, in Manhat¬ 
tan's Riverside Park. 

The 63-year-old Hurt, a TV, 
stage and Oscar-winning 
film star (for “Kiss of the Spi¬ 
der Woman"), has been 
taking an acting break 
this fall to play a different 
role, that of student, as 
this former Tufts theology 
major plunges, with undis¬ 
guised humility, into a pair 
of courses at Columbia Uni¬ 
versity: computer science 
and Indo-Tibetan Hinduism. 
“I’m working pretty hard,” 
he says with clear under¬ 


statement as he unsnaps 
the leash worn by Lucy, 
a gentle Doberman pin- 
scher-Labrador mix, who 
is nibbling some grass and 
contemplating the joggers. 
“Your mind, your heart must 
learn to value yourself,” 
Hurt says, pivoting back 
to what Feynman taught 
him. “That’s where your 
answers will come from: 
Learn to bear your frustra¬ 
tions gladly, ‘cause they’re 
your teacher. YOU are your 
teacher." 

An actor often outspoken 
about the frustration he 
bears as an actor (“I have 
a hard time finding work 
that will allow me to do 
what I know how to do, be¬ 
cause they won’t give me 
time to prepare”) has only 
good things to say about 
shooting “The Challenger 
Disaster." 

A co-production with the 
BBC, the film was directed 
by James Hawes (“Doctor 
Who," ‘'Fanny Hill"), whom 
Hurt hails as “a great hu¬ 
man being and a great di¬ 
rector.” 

Under Hawes’ stewardship, 
Hurt says, he got what he 
craves as an actor: “Not to 
be showing off, not to be 
insecure, but to open my¬ 
self to a new look at life.”Q 
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Too much? Lady Gaga saturates 


CHRIS TALBOTT 
AP Music Writer 

There's just one way to es¬ 
cape the blitz surrounding 
Lady Gaga’s new album: 
completely unplug from 
society. 

To kick off the release of 
her new album, “Artpop,” 
this week, the entertainer, 
never known for under¬ 
statement, has been omni¬ 
present. 

She began with a huge re¬ 
lease party Sunday where 
she debuted Volantis, 
billed as the “world’s first 
flying dress.” She floated 
about 6 feet above the 
floor before performing at 
the event, streamed live 
on Vevo. 

The next day, she opened 
pop-up “Artpop” stores in 
New York and Los Angeles, 
where Gaga-related mer¬ 
chandise was sold, and 
she was one of the main 
honorees at Glamour’s 
Women of the Year cere¬ 
mony. On Wednesday, she 
was due to appear at the 
opening of an H&M store in 
New York’s Times Square. 
She's scheduled to tackle 
hosting and performance 
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Honoree Lady Gaga attends the 23rd Annual Glamour Women 
of the Year Awards hosted by Glamour Magazine at Carnegie 
Hall on Monday, Nov. 11, 2013 in New York. 

Associated Press 

duties on NBC’s “Saturday of USA Today in her image 
Night Live,” and she rede- — the first time the news- 
signed the Life section logo paper has had a celeb- 


Katy Perry planning something 
special to open AMAs 


CHRIS TALBOTT 
AP Music Writer 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 

Katy Perry is on a four-week 
journey that snakes around 
the world, including stops in 
Amsterdam, Australia and 
Japan. She’s got Germany 
to go before crossing the 
Atlantic Ocean to Miami. 
And then it's across the 
continent to Los Angeles. 

“I am probably not going 
to be able to tell you what 
day of the week it is or what 
time it is because I will have 
lived in so many different 
time zones,” Perry said. 
She’s got one date memo¬ 
rized: Nov. 24. That’s when 
the 29-year-old pop star 
will open the American 
Music Awards with her new 
single, “Unconditionally." 
Her performance will be 
announced Wednesday, 
along with appearances 
by Jennifer Lopez in trib¬ 
ute to Celia Cruz and TLC, 


and the pop star said in a 
phone interview she plans 
to step it up in what she be¬ 
lieves is her first chance to 
open an awards show. 
“You take that into consid¬ 
eration, that you are kind 
of like setting the tone for 
everyone in the evening, 
so you always bring out the 
big guns in the beginning," 
Perry said, later adding: “I 
always seem to be flying 
in on something or com¬ 
ing out of something. I like 
to entertain the kids, I re¬ 
ally do."Perry, Lopez and 
TLC, which will feature an 
unannounced guest, will 
be joined in performance 
by many of the year’s top 
stars, including Justin Tim- 
berlake. Lady Gaga, Miley 
Cyrus, Luke Bryan and One 
Direction. Pitbull will host 
the show, to air live from 
Los Angeles on ABC. 

Perry says “Unconditionally” 
is her favorite song from her 



Katy Perry poses for photogra¬ 
phers upon arrival at the 2013 
MTV Europe Music Awards, 
in Amsterdam, Netherlands, 
Sunday, Nov. 10, 2013. 

Associated Press 


new album, “Prism," which 
opened at No. 1 on the 
Billboard 200 chart three 
weeks ago with 285,800 
copies sold. So far this year, 
she’s boxed under New 
York’s Brooklyn Bridge on 
MTV’s Video Music Awards, 
and she became a human 
maypole on the network's 
European Music Awards 
last Sunday. Q 


rity do so. The newspaper 
also featured an interview 
with the superstar. And a 
concert special with Ryan 
Seacrest is set to air on the 
CW Network next week. 
Gaga’s publicity push lead¬ 
ing up to the debut of “Art- 
pop” could be described 
much like the singer herself 
— eye-catching, unique, 
daring and, of course, over 
the top. It comes amid 
mixed reviews for the al¬ 
bum, the departure of her 
longtime manager and 
questions about whether 
Gaga-mania might be on 
the wane outside her core 
Little Monsters. The album’s 
first single, “Applause,” re¬ 
mains a top 10 hit, but was 
considered a bit of an un¬ 
derperformer compared 
with her previous hits. 

Bill Werde, Billboard's edi¬ 
torial director, thinks folks 
wondering if the 27-year- 
old is approaching her ex¬ 
piration date are missing 
the point. 

“She’s presenting an artistic 
view of pop music that's a 
lot more challenging than 
anything else that's even 
approaching the top of 
our charts now. She is risk¬ 
ing her top success for the 
sake of art, and I think a lot 
of people don't get that," 
Werde said after viewing 
Sunday’s show online. 

“You have to really appre¬ 
ciate how conservative 
most pop fans are in the 
world. They don’t necessar¬ 
ily want their music dipped 
in art. They don't want to 
see pop stars come out for 
a performance wearing a 
terrifying scarecrow mask," 
he added. 

It’s what we’ve come to 
expect from Gaga, how¬ 
ever. Her career has been 
as much about perfor¬ 
mance art as music. After 
all, this is the woman who 
has paraded around in a 
dress made of meat, as¬ 
sumed a male alter-ego for 
an awards show, arrived 
at another in an egg and 
stripped naked onstage in 
Europe last month. 

“She’s definitely one of the 
most iconic artists that we 
have on the planet,” said 
hitmaker David Guetta, 
who worked with Gaga 
on her new album. “I like 
the way that she works be- 



market 

cause she's just an artist. I 
don't see her as belonging 
to one school. She’s just art. 
Even though it’s pop music 
and it can some time have 
emotional (aspects), pop 
can also be very commer¬ 
cial. And I like the way that 
she’s doing pop in a very 
artistic way.” 

Some have questioned 
how much her approach 
resonates these days, es¬ 
pecially when Miley Cyrus 
draws weeks of headlines 
by twerking onstage at the 
MTV Video Music Awards. 
Gaga’s performance at 
that show barely rated a 
blip at the water cooler the 
next morning. 

Gaga’s supporters, though, 
warn against viewing her in 
the short term. They believe 
she’s built something more 
durable. 

Kid Kelly, SiriusXM's vice 
president of music pro¬ 
gramming, hosted an inter¬ 
view session with Gaga last 
week that drew an eclec¬ 
tic crowd that ranged from 
pre-teen to middle age. 
“She has a vision for what 
she does as an artist, but 
not necessarily like you're 
on the assembly line of 
creating formulaic hits," 
Kelly said. “She's a genius, 
the way she presents, the 
way she acts, the way 
she’s thinking constantly 
about innovating and re¬ 
innovating herself, the way 
she is very, very forward 
thinking. She understands 
her audience I think better 
than most people give her 
credit for." 

“Artpop” is Gaga’s fourth 
full-length album, and 
comes after a forced hia¬ 
tus. A hip injury sidelined her 
and forced her to cancel 
her tour last year. In a brief 
interview before her Sun¬ 
day performance, Gaga 
said that time off gave her 
some perspective. 

“You know what I real¬ 
ized? That I don’t need to 
reinvent myself. What I real¬ 
ized is that in your lifetime, if 
you have one really great 
idea, run with it. And run 
all the way to outer space 
if you can,” she said. “If 
you believe in yourself and 
you work hard, rehearse 
and have discipline, these 
ideas could take us to the 
moon.'O 
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Why I (Still) Support Obamacare 
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HOLLYWOOD - As Hollywood 
bowed down to Hillary Clinton, 
who swept through on a state 
visit with Chelsea on Friday, there 
seemed to be only one person 
here with any reservations. 

“I want her to take a voice 
class,” Sarah Silverman said, as 
she curled and uncurled like a 
cat on the gray couch of her 
modest West Hollywood apart¬ 
ment decorated with taped-up 
pictures of her family. 

‘‘She’s so smart and has so much 
to say and can change the world 
but she’s” - here Silverman goes 
fortissimo - ‘‘TALKING LIKE SHE’S 
YELLING AT YOU. She sounds like 
a mom who’s yelling at you. And 
it triggers a response.” 

What response does Ted Cruz 
trigger? 

‘‘Terrifying,” she says. ‘‘He’s dis¬ 
gusting, and one day I Wikipe- 
dia-ed him, and I’m like four days 
older than him, and it made me 
so depressed.” 

She does credit conservatives 
with being deviously effective at 
naming things. ‘‘Citizens United,” 
she says. ‘‘What sounds more 
beautiful than that?” 

The comedian says she’s ‘‘not 
smart enough” about politics, 
and in an HBO special, airing 
Nov. 23, she sticks to her usual 
sweet depravity with jokes about 
rape, porn, Jews and her family. 
But she became a hilarious viral 
force in the last two elections. 

In 2008, she did the ‘‘Great Sch¬ 
lep” video urging Jews with 
grandparents in Florida to with¬ 
hold visits to ‘‘bubbie” and “za- 
die” unless they agreed to vote 
for Barack Obama. 

In 2012, she offered Sheldon 
Adelson ‘‘an indecent proposal” 
involving a bikini bottom and a 
lesbian sexual treat if he would 
give $100 million to Obama in¬ 
stead of Mitt Romney. 

She teased Mitt on Twitter, asking 
about his sexual proclivities. And 
she quickly got a million views for 
her video slamming voter ID laws. 
When a rabbi wrote to Jew- 
ishPress.com to criticize Silver¬ 
man’s ‘‘Let My People Vote” 
campaign, suggesting that she 
should ‘‘channel” her passion 
into marriage and children, her 
dad defended her with a few 
of the off-color words he taught 
Sarah when she was a toddler. 
But Silverman, whose persona 
has always been that of the 
adorable, pigtailed child-wom¬ 
an, defended herself recently 
after some younger male com¬ 
ics mocked her as a crone, in 
Hollywood terms. She admitted 


to W. Kamau Bell on his TV show, 
‘‘Totally Biased,” that it took a 
couple of days to recover her 
self-esteem. 

At a Comedy Central roast of 
James Franco, Jonah Hill said, 
‘‘Sarah is a role model for every 
little girl out there. I mean, ev¬ 
ery little girl dreams of being a 
58-year-old single stand-up co¬ 
median with no romantic pros¬ 
pects on the horizon. They all 
dream of it, but Sarah did it.” 
(Silverman is 42 and dates come¬ 
dian Kyle Dunnigan.) 

Hill also offered this shot: ‘‘People 
say it’s too late for Sarah to be¬ 
come successful in movies at her 
age. I again do not agree. It’s 
not impossible. I mean, it’s not 
like they’re asking you to bear 
children or anything like that.” 
Roast Master Seth Rogen intro¬ 
duced her as ‘‘No. 29 on Maxim’s 
Hot 100 - in the year 2007.” 
Silverman told Bell that ‘‘as soon 
as a woman gets to an age 
where she has opinions and 
she’s vital and she’s strong, she’s 
systematically shamed into hid¬ 
ing under a rock. And this is by 
progressive pop-culture people!” 
Looking like a lithe college girl in 
a blue and white striped T-shirt, 
sweatpants, sneakers and no 
makeup, she stressed to me that 
‘‘everything goes” at a roast and 
that she brutally dishes it out - she 
leveled fat jokes at Hill at the 
roast - so she has to take it. 

And her philosophy is that wom¬ 
en should not get special favors 
but just be the best at what they 
do. ‘‘That’s what makes strides 
for women,” she says. ‘‘Be unde¬ 
niable.” 

Still, the taunts hit a chord. You 
can be the toughest girl on the 
block and still be vulnerable, as 
Hillary learned in New Hampshire 
in 2008, when she got emotional. 
Silverman said she was up for 
a role recently, and ‘‘it was be¬ 
tween me and a 25-year-old 
to play the love interest of the 
50-year-old man, and I lost it.” 
She laughs ruefully. 

‘‘These issues always come up 
when an actress hits a certain 
age and has a voice she can 
use,” she says. ‘‘It’s not any kind 
of new notion. It’s just new for 
me, you know what I mean? I 
love all those guys. Still, I think it 
was OK to admit that it cut me. 
We’re just made of feelings.” 

She adds that jokes about ap¬ 
pearance play differently: ‘‘Look, 
Jonah Hill can be fat; guys can 
be fat and still deserve love in 
this society. You know? In white 
America, overweight women 
don’t deserve love.” 

The gender divide comes up 
again when I ask her about hav¬ 
ing kids, given her riff in the HBO 
special about how much she 
loves them. 

‘‘Maybe I would have had kids 
if I had a wife,” she says. ‘‘I have 
a lot of guy comic friends who 
have families because they have 
wives and they raise the kids. 
And I’m on the road all the time, 
and I date other people who are 
on the road. But I guess I really 
just was never ready. I still don’t 
feel like I’m ready. My plan is to 
adopt and be like young grand¬ 
ma age.’O 
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At the recent New York Times 
forum in Singapore, Eleonora 
Sharef, a co-founder of HireArt, 
was explaining what new skills 
employers were seeking from job 
applicants, but she really got the 
audience’s attention when she 
mentioned that her search firm 
was recently told by one employ¬ 
er that it wouldn’t look at any ap¬ 
plicant for a marketing job who 
didn’t have at least 2,000 Twitter 
followers - and the more the bet¬ 
ter. She didn’t disclose the name 
of the firm, but she told me that it 
wasn’t Twitter. 

At a meeting with students at Fu- 
dan University in Shanghai a few 
days earlier, I was struck by how 
anxious some of the Chinese stu¬ 
dents were about the question: 
‘‘Am I going to have a job?” If 
you’re a software engineer in 
China, you’ll do fine, also a fac¬ 
tory worker - but a plain-old col¬ 
lege grad? The Times reported 
this year that in China today 
‘‘among people in their early 
20s, those with a college degree 
were four times as likely to be un¬ 
employed as those with only an 
elementary school education.” 
Stories like these explain why I re¬ 
ally hope that Obamacare suc¬ 
ceeds. Say what? 

Here’s the logic: The Cold War 
era I grew up in was a world of 
insulated walls, both geopolitical 
and economic, so the pace of 
change was slower - you could 
work for the same company for 
30 years - and because bosses 
had fewer alternatives, unions 
had greater leverage. The result 
was a middle class built on some¬ 
thing called a high-wage or a 
decent-wage medium-skilled 


job and the benefits that went 
with it. 

The proliferation of such jobs 
meant that many people could 
lead a middle-class lifestyle - with 
less education and more secu¬ 
rity - because they didn’t have 
to compete so directly with either 
a computer or a machine that 
could do their jobs faster and bet¬ 
ter (by far the biggest source of 
job churn) or against an Indian or 
Chinese who would do their jobs 
cheaper. And by a middle-class 
lifestyle, I don’t mean just scrap¬ 
ing by. I mean having status: 
enough money to buy a house, 
enjoy some leisure and offer your 
kids the opportunity to do better 
than you. 

But thanks to the merger of glo¬ 
balization and the IT revolution 
that has unfolded over the last 
two decades - which is rapidly 
and radically transforming how 
knowledge and information are 
generated, disseminated and 
collaborated on to create value 
- ‘‘the high-wage, medium-skilled 
job is over,” says Stefanie Sanford, 
the chief of global policy and 
advocacy for the College Board. 
The only high-wage jobs that will 
support the kind of middle-class 
lifestyle of old will be high-skilled 
ones, requiring a commitment to 
rigorous education, adaptability 
and innovation, she added. 

But will even this prescription for 
creating enough jobs with de¬ 
cent middle-class incomes suf¬ 
fice, asks James Manyika, who 
leads research on economic and 
technology trends at the McKin- 
sey Global Institute. While these 
prescriptions are certainly cor¬ 
rect, notes Manyika, they ‘‘may 
not be enough to solve for the 
scale and nature of the prob¬ 
lem.” The pace of technological¬ 
ly driven productivity growth, he 
said, suggests that we may not 
need as many workers to drive 
equivalent levels of output and 
GDP. As the MIT economists Erik 
Brynjolfsson and Andrew McAfee 
show in their book ‘‘Race Against 
the Machine,” for the last two 
centuries productivity, median 
income and employment all rose 
together. No longer. Now we 
have record productivity, wealth 


and innovation, yet median in¬ 
comes are falling, inequality is 
rising, and high unemployment 
remains persistent. 

To be sure, notes Manyika, a simi¬ 
lar thing happened when we in¬ 
troduced technology to agricul¬ 
ture. We did not need as many 
people to produce food, so ev¬ 
erybody shifted to manufactur¬ 
ing. As the same thing happened 
there, many people shifted to 
services. 

But now, adds Manyika, ‘‘a grow¬ 
ing share of high-paying services 
and knowledge work is also fall¬ 
ing prey to technology.” And 
while new companies like Twitter 
are exciting, they do not employ 
people with high-paying jobs in 
large numbers. The economy 
and the service sector will still 
offer large numbers of jobs, but 
many simply may not sustain a 
true middle-class lifestyle. 

As a result, argues Manyika, how 
we think about employment to 
sustain a middle-class lifestyle 
may need to expand ‘‘to include 
a broader set of possibilities for 
generating income” compared 
with the traditional job with ben¬ 
efits and a well-grooved career 
path. To be in the middle class, 
you may need to consider not 
only high-skilled jobs, ‘‘but also 
more nontraditional forms of 
work,” explained Manyika. Work 
itself may have to be thought of 
as a form of entrepreneurship, 
where you draw on all kinds of 
assets and skills to generate in¬ 
come. 

This could mean leveraging your 
skills through Task Rabbit, or your 
car through Uber, or your spare 
bedroom through AirBnB to add 
up to a middle-class income. 

In the end, this transition we’re 
going through could prove more 
exciting than people think, but 
right now asking large numbers of 
people to go from being an em¬ 
ployee to a work entrepreneur 
feels scary and uncertain. Having 
a national health care safety net 
under the vast majority of Ameri¬ 
cans - to ease and enable peo¬ 
ple to make this transition - is both 
morally right and in the interest 
of everyone who wants a stable 
society. □ 
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ROLL WITH IT 



Joey Pagan gets low at the Wednesday night dance party held by the Crazy Legs Skate Club, at 
the Bedford-Stuyvesant Salvation Army center in New York. 

(Yana Paskova/The New York Times) 
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NEW YORK-It was 10 p.m., 
and the floor of the bas¬ 
ketball court in a Bedford- 
Stuyvesant Salvation Army 
center was a blur of roller 
skate-powered counter¬ 
clockwise motion. 

As hip-hop blared and 
flashing lights illuminated 
the hoops, a woman in 
cheetah stretch pants skat¬ 
ed as if running in place 
in front of a large fan, her 
hair blowing behind her 
like a video vixen's. Those 
who weren’t as comfort¬ 
able on eight wheels slowly 
circled the outskirts, their 
arms outstretched for bal¬ 
ance like pelicans about 
to take off. The inner cir¬ 
cle was reserved for fhe 
hard-core skaters showing 
off their skills. A novice fell 
hard, and one of fhe rink 
affendanfs blew his whisfle 
and blocked an oncoming 
train of interlocked teen¬ 
agers from barreling over 
her. 

If was a Wednesday night 
at Crazy Legs Skate Club, 
a weekly dance party on 
wheels that attracts all lev¬ 
els of the roller strata: first- 
wave roller disco denizens 
who never gave up the 
fight, a new generation 
of skafe devotees and a 
smattering of hip Brook¬ 
lynites. 

“Crazy Legs is special,” 
said Dyana Winkler, a film¬ 
maker. “You have hipsters 
coming off the G train, 
mixed with Central Park 
skaters in their 60s and 70s, 
and African-Americans 
who have developed a 
style that’s very different 
from disco and very differ¬ 
ent from what the Central 
Park skaters do. So it's this 
melting pot. Apart from 
this converted basketball 
court, there are no other 
rinks in the city. It’s forced 
these communities that 
would have been sepa¬ 
rate to come together.” 
Winkler and her partner, 
Tina Brown, are making 
a documentary, “United 
Skates,” tracking the evo¬ 
lution of skate dancing, 
including the multiday 
“skate jams” taking place 
across the country. 

“Roller skating isn’t dead,” 
Winkler said. “It’s just gone 


underground.” 

“It’s a lifestyle,” said Lance 
Byrdsong, 19. “We go skat¬ 
ing three times a week, like 
to Hot Skates in Long Island 
and Branch Brook in New 
Jersey." He was wearing a 
sleeveless T-shirt that read 
“I Would But It’s My Skate 
Night.” 

Roller disco is well past 
its heyday of the 1970s 
and ‘80s, when celebri¬ 
ties like Michael Jackson 
and Cher would lace up, 
and there was a deluge 
of skate-themed films and 
episodes on TV shows like 
“Charlie’s Angels.” Skat¬ 
ing plateaued in New York, 
a victim of high rents and 
liability insurance. And 
what could have been the 
death knell of skating in 
the city was the closing of 
fhe three area rinks, each 
with tight-knit communities: 
the Skate Key in the Bronx 
in 2006 and the Roxy in 
Chelsea and the Empire in 
Crown Heights in 2007. 

“All of us went into fits of 
sadness,” said Lynna Mov- 
ingstar, an actress, who 
was taking a break from 
the Crazy Legs floor. She 
had silver fingernails, and 
her hair was pulled up into 
a Mohawk braid. “I've 
been skating 18 years,” she 
said. “Skating was like go¬ 
ing to church. 

When the rinks were open, 
I skated seven nights a 
week.” 

Crazy Legs helps fill the 


void. Sebastian Silva, 34, 
the Chilean director of 
“The Maid,” is a three-year 
habitue. “It was like I found 
heaven,” he said. “Two 
blocks from home, the most 
fun, diverse, funky crowd 
ever, and I can skate. You 
go in circles for three hours. 
It's pretty abstract." 

Silva recently shot a scene 
for his next film, “Nasty 
Baby,” at Crazy Legs. An 
autobiographical com¬ 
edy-drama about a gay 
couple trying to have a 
child, it stars Kristen Wiig. 

“I was going backwards 
with a camera on my 
shoulder, dodging peo¬ 
ple,” he said. “It will have to 
be subtitled because they 


wouldn’t turn the music off. 
The footage is so unique. 
You can’t make that up or 
hire extras like this.” 

He added, “Kristen is a re¬ 
ally good skater.” 

The man behind Crazy 
Legs, Lezly Ziering, is, at 80, 
no ingenue. A former pro¬ 
fessional dancer, he was 
responsible for the skate 
nights at the Roxy (and 
held his skating wedding 
reception there). The rental 
skates at Crazy Legs have 
“Roxy” scrawled across 
them in marker. He sat be¬ 
hind a desk taking the $10 
entry fee. He was wear¬ 
ing purple jeans and had 
a chain around his neck 
with a silver roller skate 


pendant. A braided rattail 
hung out of his purple cap. 
When Ziering saw the Bed- 
Stuy basketball court for 
the first time, he knew it 
was special. 

“I walked in and said, ‘Oh 
my God, this is it,”’ he said. 
Ziering had to give up skat¬ 
ing after an accident last 
year when he was coach¬ 
ing a women's roller derby 
team. 

“A big buxom gal was skat¬ 
ing backwards very fast 
and not looking,” he said. 
“She blindsided me and 
broke my femur.” He still 
teaches skating and has 
no plans to retire. 

“I don’t know what I'd do 
with myself.” 

Alcohol isn'f served at Cra¬ 
zy Legs (there is enough 
falling without it), but there 
is a table where beverag¬ 
es, incense, roller-mix CDs 
and iridescent green hot 
pants are sold. 

“Roller skating has a 10- 
year cycle,” said Jim Mc¬ 
Mahon, executive director 
of Roller Skating Associa¬ 
tion International, a trade 
group of rink owners. “It 
rises to a peak and slowly 
goes down and rises. We're 
not on the peak; we're on 
the rising.” 

Still, be wary of asking a 
hard-core skater at Crazy 
Legs if this is some sort of 
comeback. 

“Renaissance - that’s cra¬ 
zy,” said James Singley, 
50. “What do you mean 
by that? It hasn’t gone 
anywhere.”□ 



Hayden Dunham is helped up after a fall at the Wednesday night dance party held by the Crazy 
Legs Skate Club, at the Bedford-Stuyvesant Salvation Army center in New York. As high rents 
helped close three New York City rinks in 2006 and 2007, the Crazy Legs has seen a diverse crowd 
of older roller skaters and new devotees come together. 

(Yana Paskova/The New York Times) 



















